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Wetherspoon job 
pays below the 
minimum wage 


THE Wetherspoon pub chain 
is advertising jobs paying less 
than the minimum wage. 

On its website the firm is 
advertising jobs at as little 
as £6.08 an hour, below the 
minimum wage for most 
people. 

Wetherspoon’s net profits 
rose to £51 million in the year 
to July 2016. 
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Victories for 
campaigns to 
stop health cuts 


HEALTH campaigners in 
Essex and West Yorkshire 
celebrated big victories 
against cuts last week. 

In Essex, campaigners 
halted the planned closure 
of A&E departments. 

And in Slaithwaite near 
Huddersfield a long-running 
campaign stopped the 
closure of a GP surgery. 


JUSTICE4GRENFELL 
Tories leave 
survivors with no 
help or housing 
NEARLY SIX weeks after the 
Grenfell Tower fire, survivors 


are struggling in hotels and 
temporary accommodation. 
They slammed callous 


Tory councillors inside a 
Kensington and Chelsea 
council meeting last week as 
500 people protested outside. 


ys 


Socialist Worker 


26 July 2017 


the TROUBLEMAKER 


THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘She is effectively 


crippled. She 
herself must 
know that she 
will not be a 
long-term prime 
minister 


Ed Costelloe, chairman of 
the Grassroots Conservative 
activist group 


‘Alot of people 
who aren't 
actually 

that good, 
scrabbling for 
position” 


Former Tory cabinet minister 
David Mellor on his sucessors 


‘They’re nagged 
to death by their 
other half’ 


Berkshire NHS boss Sir 
Andrew Morris on why men 
die younger than women 


‘One of our 
greatest living 
authors’ 


Cabinet minister Andrea 
Leadsom on Jane Austen— 
who died 200 years ago 


“Somebody has 
to do the job of 
trying to hold 
power to account 
and speak the 
truth about all 
that stuff’ 


Broadcaster John Humphrys 
on his £600,000-£650,000 


pay range 


Thatcher, chemical weapons, 
a scab union and Piper Alpha 


MARGARET THATCHER suggested 
threatening Iraq with chemical weap- 
ons after the 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
declassified documents show. 

The formerly top secret correspond- 
ence was between the then British prime 
minister and US defence secretary Dick 
Cheney. 

Thatcher said the US should consider 
retaliating “in like manner” if Iraq used 
chemical weapons. 

But President George Bush senior said 
such a move would “put the US in the 
wrong in world opinion”. 

Under the leadership of Saddam 
Hussein, Iraq invaded the Gulf state of 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Bush described reports in the British 
press that the US could use nuclear 
weapons against Iraq as not “at all 
helpful”. 


NEW LIGHT has been shone on 
Thatcher’s scab union the Union 
of Democratic Mineworkers (UDM). It 
was created during the 1984-5 strike to 
undermine the NUM. 


UNITED UTILITIES pled guilty last 


week to supplying water unfit for 


Margaret Thacher 


Newly released files reveal UDM 
leader Roy Lynk met Thatcher three 
times between 1986 and 1989-and he 
insisted each time that the details of 
these meetings be kept secret. 

The minutes of the meeting in July 
1989 note, “Mr Lynk wished to clarify 


human consumption to around 700,000 
people in Lancashire. Customers there 


had to boil water in 2015 after the 


parasite cryptosporidium was found in 
water at a treatment plant. It can cause 
diarrhoea and abdominal cramps 
if ingested. People were unable to 
drink tap water for three weeks. 


Tory Clarke's bloody 
lies on compensation 


| 


the UDM’s position on coal privatisa- 
tion. The union’s public position had to 
be one of opposition. But privately the 
union leadership supported privatisa- 
tion and saw it as an opportunity.” 

The report on their October 1986 
meeting showed how “the prime min- 
ister emphasised her great concern that 
everything possible should be done to 
help the UDM”. 

Preferential treatment was extended 
to “uneconomical” pits. Notes prepared 
by civil servants for Thatcher’s January 
1988 meeting with the UDM reveal that 
pits with a strong NUM membership 
were earmarked for earlier closure. 


THATCHER SKIPPED a memorial 
service for victims of the Piper Alpha 
disaster so she could meet a Tory donor. 
The prime minister was invited to the 
event at a church in Aberdeen five days 
after the tragedy on 6 July 1988, which 
saw 167 people die. 
Instead Thatcher held a lunch 
with bosses in London and met Lord 
McAlpine. 


LORD VAUX of Harrowden 
has a seat for life in 
the House of Lords after a 
nailbitingly close election last 
week. 

Just 31 fellow hereditary 
peers were allowed to take part 
in the election. And just 27 
votes were cast. Vaux won by a 
“landslide” of 16 votes. 


Sky the limit for cops’ 
“sexual gratification’ 


TORY KENNETH Clarke 
has been forced to retract 
a claim that victims of 
the contaminated blood 
scandal (see page 16) 
received compensation. 
Clarke was health 
secretary in the 1980s, 
when thousands were 
infected with Hepatitis C 
and HIV after being given 
contaminated blood. In his 
autobiography, he claimed 
that John Major’s Tory 
government paid victims 
compensation. 


try and distance Clarke 
from the scandal. 

They said his 
autobiography “does 
no more than set out 
his recollection of and 
limited involvement 
in these events”. 


MEMORY LOSS is not 

uncommon for MPs. 
Possibly because we paid 
£2.7 million to subsidise 
bars and restaurants in 
the House of Commons 
last year—a rise 


He has 
now agreed 
to change his 
autobiography 
in new editions. 
But his lawyers 
didn’t miss an 
opportunity to 


Get in 
touch with 


TT ELL 
Worker 


of 8 percent 
compared to the 
previous year. 
Prices are 
cheaper in those 
areas where 
only MPs are 
allowed. 
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A SOUTH Yorkshire 
Police (SYP) helicopter 
crew used a powerful 
video camera to spy on 
naked sunbathers, a 
couple having sex in their 
garden and naturists, 

a court has heard. 

The crew is accused 
of a “gross waste of 
valuable resources”. 

PC Adrian Pogmore 
admitted four counts of 
misconduct in a public 
office and has been 
sacked. 

But two 
other officers, 
Matthew 
Lucas and Lee 
Walls, deny 
the charges 
along with 
pilots Matthew 


Newsdesk 
020 7840 5656 
Circulation 


Loosemore and 
Malcolm Reeves. 

They blame Pogmore 
for the whole thing. 

The trial of the four 
opened at Sheffield 
Crown Court last week. 

Richard Wright 
QC prosecuting said 
members of the public 
suffered “a gross 
violation of their privacy”. 

He added that, “This 
was a deliberate invasion 
of their privacy for, at the 

very least, the 
inappropriate 
amusement of 
the crew, and 
at worst, for 
their sexual 
gratification.” 
The trial 
continues. 


Forgetful Clarke __| Clarke Eye inthe sky in the sky 


D<E 
020 7840 5601 [a London 


Write to 
Socialist Worker 
PO Box 71327 


SEI1 9BW 


Bumper year 
for fat cats 


SHAREHOLDERS are 
rolling in cash after 
dividend payments hit an 
all-time high in the in the 
last three months. 

Companies reported 
£33.3 billion was handed 
over to shareholders, 
up 15 percent from the 
previous year. A number of 
companies made special 
payouts totalling 
£4.6 billion. 

One example is Lloyds, 
sold off by the government 
in May following its 
£20.3 billion bailout during 
the financial crisis. It 
handed out £357 million 
as a special payout on top 
of a £1.2 billion regular 
dividend. 

Some 20 companies 
paid special dividends, the 
second highest number in 
any quarter on record. 


68 


Workers must graft an 
extra year after the 
Tories brought forward 
a rise in the pension age 
to 68. The change is set 
to begin in 2037. 


Around six million 
workers aged 39 to 47 
will be hit. The move is 
expected to save 

£74 billion. That’s 
£9,800 per person 
affected. 


Psychiatric 
wards not safe 


TWO OUT of five 
psychiatric wards are 

not safe enough for 
patients. The Care Quality 
Commission said 

4O percent of wards were 
rated inadequate or in 
need of improvement. 

It said patients are at 
risk of harm from others 
because of crowded wards 
and a lack of staff. The 
number of nurses on wards 
has dropped by 
12 percent in seven years. 

The number of available 
inpatient psychiatric 
beds has fallen by 4 
percent since 2014. Yet 
detentions under the 
Mental Health Act rose 
by 26 percent between 
2012-13 and 2015-16. 
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Wetherspoon job offers 
less than minimum wage 


by ALISTAIR FARROW 


THE WETHERSPOON pub chain is 
advertising jobs paying less than 
the minimum wage. 

On its website the firm is advertis- 
ing jobs at as little as £6.08 an hour, 
below the minimum wage for most 
people. 

The minimum wage stands at 
£7.05 an hour for people aged 21 to 
24. It rises to £7.50 for people aged 
over 25. Scandalously, it drops as low 
as £4.05 for people under 18. 

Socialist Worker contacted a 
number of Wetherspoon pubs pre- 
tending to apply for work. 

One pub manager confirmed that 
the job advertised was paying under 
the minimum rate. 

“Yes, that’s correct,” replied the 
manager when asked if the figure 
advertised on the website was 
correct. 

A manager at another pub said, 
“That sounds really low” when asked 
to confirm the pay rate advertised. 

Socialist Worker contacted 
Wetherspoon to confirm their policy. 
“Wetherspoon pay the national living 
wage (as a minimum rate) in all 
pubs,” a spokesperson replied. 

“In the majority of pubs this is paid 
from 21 years, although some pubs 
pay from 18 years.” 


Demand 

When asked about the labour move- 
ment’s demand for a £10 an hour 
minimum wage, the Wetherspoon 
spokesperson replied, “We don’t wish 
to comment on Labour policies.” 

That hasn’t stopped the chain’s 
chair Tim Martin from attacking the 
Tories’ “living wage”, introduced on 1 
April 2016. He said it would “threaten 
the future of many more pubs”. 

Yet the firm’s net profits rose from 
£41 million in the year to July 2014 
to £51 million in the year to July 
2016. That casts doubt on Martin’s 


We are on Twitter 
@socialistworker 


Profits are rising for big chains 
while workers get poverty pay 


The Wetherspoon pub chain is 


advertising jobs paying below the 
minimum wage for people over 21 


Yet net profits for the firm have 


gone up by £10 million in just two 


years 


Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour Party 
has pledged a £10 an hour 
minimum wage by 2020 


This is a good start—but rising 


living costs mean that it needs to 


go much further 


7 To receive alerts go to 
} socialistworker.co.uk and add 
} your email address in the 


7 ‘Email updates’ box 
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4 Worker WhatsApp. Send ‘start’ 
j to 07494 519595 


Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications on. 
Save 07494 519595 as Socialist 


WORK FOR Wetherspoon? You may earn less than you think 


claim that he can’t afford the mini- 
mum wage increase. 

Elsewhere Mark Greenaway, a 
celebrity chef in Edinburgh, has been 
systematically using people on unpaid 
trial shifts to cover busy periods in his 
restaurants. That’s the claim from the 
Better Than Zero campaign. 

A spokesperson said Greenaway 
“is using dozens of unpaid trial shifts 
per week” and that “desperate young 
workers” were treated as a “free 
cleaning service”. 

Greenway disputed the claims, 
saying some people leave after a few 
hours because “it’s not for them”. 

Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour Party has 
adopted the £10 an hour minimum 


WE'RE Now 


Ne 


CRU TIN 
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wage target—but said at the last 
election it would only implement it 
by 2020. 

The Living Wage Foundation has 
set its London ideal pay rate at £9.70 
and the outside London rate at £8.45. 

That means a £10 an hour rate 
in 2020 will likely be insufficient to 
meet the rising cost of living. 

Corbyn’s promise is a good start 
but it needs to go a lot further. 

We need a movement strong 
enough to push for £10 an hour now. 


YS) What's your story? 


Fi Email with your ideas 
ul | reports@socialistworker.co.uk 


You're illegally underpaid 


ALMOST ONE in every five 
apprentices in Britain are being 
illegally underpaid. 

One recent government survey 
found that the proportion of 
apprentices being paid less 
than the legal minimum wage 
increased from 15 to 


18 years old. It was £3.30 an hour 
when the government survey was 
carried out. 

Hairdressing apprentices were 
the most likely group to be paid 
below the minimum rate—some 
47 percent of them were paid 

below the minimum. 


18 percent between 2014 
and 2016. 

Another survey of 
over 8,000 16 to 25 year 
olds found that nearly 
half had done unpaid 
internships. 

The minimum wage 
for apprentices is £3.50 
an hour for the first year 
of employment or if the 


But just because a 
person is young or in 
training doesn’t mean 
they have fewer needs. 

The recent Taylor 
Review said unpaid 
internships “are an abuse 
of power by employers 
and extremely damaging 
to social mobility”. 

But it put forward no 


worker is between 16 and BGUMGDUCERELEE solution to the scandal. 


Protests 
against the 


Pay Cap 


THE ROYAL College of 
Nursing (RCN) was set to 
hold a day of action against 
the public sector pay cap on 
Thursday of this week. 
Protests have been 
organised across Britain, 
including opposite Downing 
Street in central London from 
4pm. 
And the RCN has called 
its “biggest ever UK rally” 
in central London on 
Wednesday 6 September. 
Meanwhile the PCS, NUT, 
Unite, GMB, UCU, FBU and 
ATL unions have called a 
London protest and rally for 
Thursday 12 October. 
Campaigners have already 
taken action against the cap. 
At least 150 people braved 
the rain in Portsmouth to 
demonstrate last Saturday. 


Scandal 

Stephen Morgan, newly 
elected Labour MP for 
Portsmouth South, spoke of 
the scandal of low pay. 

He said the Tories and the 
DUP showed contempt in 
parliament by laughing at a 
Labour amendment opposing 
the pay cap. 

Speakers from Sertuc, 
Unison, Unite, PCS, NUT, 
RCN, FBU, RMT and 
Momentum rounded on 
the weak and divided Tory 
government. 

Many talked of the need 
for coordinated strikes. The 
march through Portsmouth’s 
Commercial Road was well 
received. 

People also signed up for 
the coach to the People’s 
Assembly protest at the 
Tory party conference in 
Manchester on Sunday 
1 October. 

Jon Woods 


For more on health campaigns 
turn to page 7 
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National dock 
strike begins 


THOUSANDS of dockers 
in Britain began a strike 
on 28 July 1972 to save 
jobs. 

Dockers had previously 
boycotted firms that 
threatened their jobs— 
defying anti-union laws. 
And protests had won the 
release of five dockers. 
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by SADIE ROBINSON 


HUNDREDS OF angry protesters 
marched through east London 
on Monday evening demanding 
justice for Rashan Charles. 

Protesters gathered outside Stoke 
Newington police station for a vigil 
called by Stand Up To Racism. 

Rashan’s father, Esa, told the 
crowd, “We are calling for justice.” 

There was fury towards the 
cops. Dee, a Hackney resident, told 
Socialist Worker, “Its black person 
after black person being killed by 
police. They shouldn’t be allowed 
to get away with it. People have to 
speak up.” 

CCTV footage from the shop 
shows the officer wrestling Rashan 
to the ground in a headlock then 
holding him on the floor. Dee said, 
“If you watch the video you can see 
he wasn’t resisting arrest at all. 

“But they threw him to the ground 
and covered his mouth. The police 
behaviour is totally unjustified.” 

Ridge joined the demo as he was 
passing. “I watched the video and 
it was shocking,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “The police have too much 
power. But I think they'll get away 
with it—they got away with killing 
Mark Duggan in 2011.” 


Together 

Many on the protest felt the same— 
but stressed that it is important to 
come together and be heard. 

Faith from Walthamstow said, 
“It’s good to stand together when 
something terrible happens. If it 
was me I’d want people to be out 
here for me. At least we are making 
things known.” 

Winner of TV music contest 
The Voice Jermain Jackman told 
Socialist Worker, “Its important for 
us to show solidarity and stand side 
by side. 

“Police need to suspend the 
officer while there is an inves- 
tigation, not issue their first 
statement backing up the police ver- 
sion of events.” 

Michael from Hackney told 


BACK STORY 


Rashan Charles died after being 
thrown to the floor by a police 
officer and restrained 


@The 20 year old black man was 
chased by the officer into a shop 
in Hackney, east London, in the 
early hours of Saturday 22 July 


®@CCTV footage, widely shared 
on Twitter, shows the officer 

throwing Rashan to the ground 
and holding him in a headlock 


@Rashan was taken to a hospital 
following the incident and was 
pronounced dead around an 
hour later 


Socialist Worker, “I’m here because 
I have cousins and younger siblings 
and a daughter myself. 

“What annoys me is, when things 
like this happen, the investigation 
is done by the police. The IPCC is 
all ex-police. How can you have the 
police investigating the police? How 
is that democratic?” 

Cops have said Rashan put 
something in his mouth and that 
the officer was trying to help get it 
out. “If someone has something in 
their mouth, you don’t put them in 
a chokehold,” said Jermain. 

“You wouldn’t do that with 
a baby. The police officer knew 
exactly what he was doing.” 

Ginario, the father of Edson 
Da Costa, also spoke to protesters. 

Edson died last month after 
being stopped by police—and there 
are similarities with how cops 
portrayed both deaths. 

Ginario told the crowd, “Now 
there is another father like me in 
this situation. We suffer. We need 
to be together. This is not finished.” 

Protesters held a minute’s silence 
for Rashan and for Edson. 

The 200-strong crowd, joined by 
others as it went, marched to the 
shop where Rashan was thrown to 
the floor by the cop. 

The chants included, “No justice, 
no peace—fuck the police,” and, 
“Who are the murderers? Police are 
the murderers.” 


‘This has to Stop, says father 


THE FATHER of 
Rashan Charles has 
spoken to Socialist 
Worker about his loss. 

“| think it was 
obviously excessive 
force that was used,” 
he said. 

“| feel very appalled 
by it. I’m dealing with 
this situation, and it’s 
very difficult when it’s 
your own child. 

“lam heartbroken.” 
Esa said of the police, 


Rashan’s dad Esa 


“You're supposed to 
be there to protect and 
serve. 

“It's not a great 
position to be in if 
you're going to use 
excessive force, and 
not allow a child to 
breathe or have a life. 

“We don’t want the 
same thing happening 
again. We definitely 
don’t want it to happen 
to anybody else—we 
want it to stop.” 


NEWs & COMMENT 


Fury on Hackney streets after 
Rashan Charles killed by cops 


PROTESTERS MARCHED through Hackney on Monday evening 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


Defiance after mosque arson attack 


IN A show of defiance days after 
their local mosque was burned 
down, around 200 people 

from Newton Heath, north 
Manchester, marched in the area 
on Friday. 

They gathered at the burned- 
out Nasfat Islamic centre, with 
supporters including Stand Up 
To Racism activists. 

They walked to a nearby park 
to hold their Friday prayers in 
public. 

Mosque secretary Monsurat 
Adebanjo-Aremu told Socialist 
Worker, “This attack is racism, 
it’s Islamophobia, and it keeps 
getting worse. 

“Today we’re showing that 
although we’ve been attacked 
we're staying strong—and we’re 
not leaving Newton Heath.” 

The building was gutted in a 
fire the previous Sunday night 
that police are treating as a hate 
crime. 

Samusideen Oladimeji, a 
mosque spokesperson, said, 


“When I came and saw the 
damage I was devastated.” 
Local resident Carl Cullough 
walked past on his way to work 
early on Monday morning. “I 
was shocked,” he said. “This 
is one of the toughest areas in 
Manchester but this fire can’t be 
dismissed as just gangs. 


Racist 

This is a racist attack—they 
were targeted because they are 
Muslims.” 

The mosque and its 
congregation have suffered 
repeated attacks and verbal 
abuse ever since they moved to 
Newton Heath. Some incidents 
have had the potential to kill. 

“Once someone put fire in 
through the letterbox when we 
were inside,” said Monsurat. 


“It was scary—and dangerous. 


The reason this is happening 
now is because it was not dealt 
with in the past.” 

A group of Muslim 


organisations signed an open 
letter to the council, police and 
MPs slamming their inaction 
over Islamophobic violence. 

Labour city councillor 
Rabnawaz Akbar marched 
representing the Manchester 
Council of Mosques, one of the 
signatories. He told Socialist 
Worker, “This is a hate crime 
aimed at dividing communities, 
and we’re showing that we 
won't let that happen.” 

The mosque-goers were under 
pressure to “keep their heads 
down” but went ahead with the 
march. They weren’t deterred 
when it was held up while police 
dispersed a group of racists with 
dogs out to harass them. 

Samusideen said, “We are 
good neighbours, but it seems 
some people do not want us 
here as Muslims. But we are 
part of this community, and we 
are here to stay.” 

Dave Sewell 
Longer online, go to bit.ly/2uwBZFB 


DEATHS IN CUSTODY 


Failings in care contributed 
to the death of Sarah Reed 


SARAH REED, an 
inmate at Holloway 
prison in north 
London, took her own 
ife on 11 January 
2016. 
An inquest jury last 
week found that delays 
in her psychiatric 
treatment and failures 
in care contributed to 
her death. 

Deborah Coles, 
director of Inquest 
said, “Sarah Reed 
was a woman in 
torment, imprisoned 
for the sake of two 
medical assessments 
to confirm what was 
resoundingly clear, that 
she needed specialist 
care not prison. 


Failures 

“Her death was 

a result of multi- 
agency failures to 
protect a woman 

in crisis. Instead of 
providing her with 
adequate support, 
the prison treated her 


mental ill health as a 
discipline, control and 
containment issue. 
“Serious mental 
health problems are 
endemic in women’s 
prisons, with deaths 
last year at an all-time 
high. They continue 
because of the failure 
of the governments to 
act. 

“The state’s 
responsibility for the 
deaths like Sarah’s 
goes beyond the 


fe an > 
Sarah’s death raises questions about the prison system 


prison walls and 
extends to failure to 
invest in specialist 
mental health services 
for women and provide 
alternatives to custody. 
“More deaths will 
occur until we stop 
criminalising people 
in mental health crisis 
and invest in specialist 
community services 
for women.” 


w 
Q 
= 
Q 
> 

> 
ina 
fo} 
ira 
Zz 
Ss 
z 
= 
= 

lO 
fay 
mm 
w 
jar 
x= 
=< 
ia 
< 
wn 
a 
Zz 
< 
ina 
wi 
a 
QD 
< 
iS 
w 
w 

i 
a 
ina 
=} 
e 
S 

jo. 


Read a longer article 
online, go to 
bit.ly/2tIhFWu 


Did police tasering cause 
Darren Cumberbatch to die? 


THE FAMILY of Darren 
Cumberbatch, who died 
after being arrested by 
police in Nuneaton want 
answers over his death. 

Darren, or Daz, was 
arrested in the early 
hours of Monday 10 
July. He was later 
taken to hospital and 
died on Wednesday 19 
July. 

Lawyers acting for 
Darren's family said 
an incident took place 
before Darren was 
taken to hospital and 


Darren Cumberbatch _ 


that it was “possible 

that a further relevant 
event” occurred after 
he arrived at hospital. 

It has been alleged 
that Darren was 
tasered by police. 

His sister Carla said 
that Darren had told 
her from his hospital 
bed that his injuries 
were as a direct result 
of police contact. 

She said, “I want to 
know what happened 
to my brother. | want 
answers and the truth.” 


TAKE TO THE STREETS 
Demonstrations coming up 


Justice For 
Rashan 


Assemble 2pm 29 July 
at Stoke Newington 
Police Station, 

33 Stoke Newington 
High St, 

London N16 8DS 


Facebook 
#JusticeForRashan 
protest & vigil 


Justice For 
Daz 


Assemble lpm 

29 July at Nuneaton 
train station for march 
to McIntyre House 
and Nuneaton Police 
Station 


Facebook Justice4Daz 
Darren Cumberbatch 
Family 


Justice 
For Mark 


Duggan 


Assemble 4.30pm 

4 August at Tottenham 
Police Station, 

London N17 9 


Facebook 
Justice for Mark 
Duggan—6th 
anniversary vigil 
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WHAT WE THINK 


WHY WE WON'T GET AN 


OLICE OFFICERS in 
England have killed three 
black men in a month. 
Edson Da Costa died 
after being stopped by 
police in Newham, east London, 
on 15 June. His life support was 
switched off on 21 June. 

Darren Cumberbatch died after 
police stopped him in Nuneaton, 
Coventry, on 10 July. He died on 
19 July. 

Rashan Charles was stopped by 
a police officer in Hackney, east 
London, last Saturday. He died an 
hour after being taken to hospital. 

These are the latest in a very 
long list of people killed by police. 

Racism is at the heart of the 
police because of their role in 
society. 

We are told that the cops 
protect us. In reality they protect 
the wealth and property of the 
rich—and their racist system. 

That means they clamp down 
on anything that could threaten 
the smooth running of capitalist 
society and profits—such as 
strikes or angry protests. 

It also means the cops share the 
views of those they serve. 

Police officers are racist, sexist 
and anti-working class because 
those at the top of society are. 


Our rulers want working class 
people to accept the hierarchy of 
society and their “place” within it. 

The cops are trained to 
understand this hierarchy—and 
that young, working class, black 
and Asian people are at the 
bottom of it. 

Our rulers encourage racism 
to divide working class people and 
provide easy scapegoats. 

They put on a great show of 
being enlightened. 

Yet those at the top of society 
view many ordinary people as 
troublemakers, potential criminals, 
liars and hooligans. And the cops 
follow suit. 

This is why black people are 
6.5 times more likely to be stopped 


The police always 
act to protect the 
wealth and 
property of the 


rich in society 
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ANTI-RACIST POLICE FORCE 


and searched by the cops than 
white people. It’s also why cops 
think they can get away with killing 
black people, or abusing people in 
custody such as Sarah Reed. 

Tory attacks on “football 
hooliganism” during the 1980s 
gave the cops a free rein to treat 
fans like animals. 

It explains why they thought 
they could get away with blaming 
the 1989 Hillsborough disaster on 
fans. 

There are regular outcries about 
police brutality and cover-ups. But 
the police know that the judges, 
newspaper owners and politicians 
will generally back them up. 

We can’t have a non-racist or 
a pro-working class police force. 
That would get rid of the point of 
having the force in the first place. 

That's why Socialist Worker 
will not be calling for more police 
on our streets, or for giving them 
greater powers. 

But we can organise and 
hold them to account—as the 
Hillsborough Justice Campaign has 
shown and justice campigns are 
trying to do now. 

Ultimately to get rid of the 
racist police we have to uproot 
the whole capitalist society that 
relies on them. 


CHEERS TO A PRICE RISE? 


OULD A minimum 
price for alcohol benefit 
working class people 


and reduce the harm done by 
excessive drinking? 

This week the Scottish Whisky 
Association went to the Supreme 
Court in London to argue against 
the Scottish Government’s 
decision to introduce a 50p 
minimum price per unit of alcohol. 

The appeal has nothing to do 
with concern over what ordinary 
people put in their bodies. It 
focuses on the ability of firms to 
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do their business profitably. 

It’s tempting to be for anything 
that the drink lords are against. 

But a minimum price won't 
hit the better off people who pay 
£7 for a bottle of wine or £35 
for a bottle of Talisker Single Malt 
Whisky. They already pay more 
than 50p a unit. 

It will hit poorer people who 
buy the cheaper products. 

Perhaps a few who are “problem 
drinkers” will cut down on their 
intake. But most will keep buying. 

That will mean windfall profits 
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for the supermarkets and off 
licences while drinkers cut back 
on other areas of expenditure. 

Buying cheaper food, clothes 
and accommodation is likely to 
further worsen the health of 
people who drink excessively. 

And higher prices will push 
some people toward buying 
stronger alcohol. If you have 
limited money, you go for the 
stronger option. 

A minimum price does nothing 
to tackle the underlying problems 
that drive people to drink. 
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Corbyn can’t afford 
a muddle on Brexit 


POLITICIANS WHO tied themselves in knots over 
whether to leave the European Union (EU) are finding the 
question of how to leave just as uncomfortable. 

No wonder. The EU is a sprawling bureaucracy of 
overlapping institutions woven into four decades of domestic 
law. Untangling it is a big job and, more importantly, it 
raises dilemmas linked to all the issues that divide both main 
parties. Socialists have much to say on these issues—and 
much to agree on, however we voted in the referendum. 

We can say good riddance, for example, to Euratom, the 
toxic nuclear lobby’s European wing. We can defend the 
small amount of EU regulations that defend workers’ rights 
and in particular migrants’ rights. We can oppose keeping 
those—the majority—that entrench the rule of profit. 

But for most politicians the challenge is the reverse, and 
far messier. How can they hold on to enough of the EU 
cartel to reassure business while still acting “tough” on it, 
particularly where immigration is concerned? 

Suddenly the hard Brexiteers of the Tory right, Liam Fox 
and Michael Gove, spent last weekend explaining that there’s 
no rush to leave after all. After leaving the EU in 2019, they 
said, Britain could keep with some interim arrangement until 
2022. They are reflecting demands from big business. 

Meanwhile Labour shadow ministers set about debating 
over whether or not to leave the EU’s customs union of tariff- 
free internal trade. Jeremy Corbyn said “we haven’t jumped 
on either side of that fence”. 

Shadow Brexit secretary Keir Starmer wants it kept on 
the table for the sake of business. But shadow international 
trade secretary Barry Gardiner pointed out that this would 
make Britain subject to EU rules without having a say on 
them. 

The Labour right, some Tories, and much of the press are 
muddying the waters further. They are trying to defend the 
EU’s single market, and cynically polarise the whole debate 
around it. 

But the single market is built on four very different 
“freedoms”—one for migrant workers and three for bosses. 


Cynicism 

Treating them as a single lump involves astonishing 
cynicism. The same politicians who call for restricting EU 
immigration within the single market then try to harness 
the solidarity with EU migrants to a defence of the single 
market. 

Corbyn tried to navigate this quagmire on the Andrew 
Marr show last Sunday. Rightly, he insisted on leaving the 
single market, a body “inextricable” from the EU. To his 
credit he called for better guarantees for EU migrants in 
Britain, and refused to call for more border controls. 

Instead he attacked exploitative agencies. He appeared to 
pledge to end the rules that allow companies to pay workers 
based in one country the pay rates of another. 

This is another of the single market’s “freedoms”. It 
upholds discrimination against migrant workers, and it’s 
right to scrap it. 

Unfortunately Corbyn’s phrasing was ambiguous at best. 

He slammed “the wholesale importation of underpaid 
workers from central Europe” and said agencies that 
advertise abroad would have to “advertise in the locality 
first”. 

It sounded like he was trying to find a way to reassure 
both existing migrants and people who accept racist myths. 

The problem with underpaid migrants isn’t that they are 
migrants but that they are underpaid. The solution is to 
guarantee one rate for the job, wherever workers come from. 

Corbyn’s comments blurred that distinction, pandering 
to the myth that migration brings down pay instead of 
challenging it. 

And they played into the hands of the pro-EU right, 
allowing the New Statesman magazine to paint Corbyn’s 
move against the single market as “Ukippy”. 

It shouldn’t be this hard. When even Gove says freedom 
of movement should stay temporarily after Brexit, Corbyn 
should insist that it’s permanent. 

This doesn’t mean making any concessions on the EU’s 
undemocratic and pro-business rules. But it does require 
clarity in the defence of migrant workers—something that, 
despite Corbyn’s leadership, Labour still struggles with. 


Labour mobilisation shows 
mood to boot out the Tories 


A mass canvass in 
Uxbridge last week 
involved many 
new activists—but 
tensions remain 
inside the party 


HUNDREDS OF Labour 
activists descended on 
Uxbridge in west London 
last Sunday to kick off the 
bid to boot out its MP, Tory 
Boris Johnson. 

A hall in Uxbridge civic 
centre was crammed beyond 
capacity as Labour Party 
members travelled from all 
across London, inspired by 
Jeremy Corbyn’s message. 

The day had a flavour 
of the mass meetings that 
formed the spine of Corbyn’s 
insurgent general election 
campaign. 

Labour is targeting 
100 marginal Tory seats over 
the summer to lay the ground 
for another general election 
campaign. 

Meanwhile, the Tories are 
likely to go to ground to lick 
their wounds after the bruis- 
ing civil war which erupted 
after their disastrous general 
election result. 

Anne, an advice worker 
from Chelsea and Fulham, 
spoke to Socialist Worker 
about Corbyn’s chances at the 
next election. 


Generation 

“His campaign woke up a 
new generation of people 
who are interested in poli- 
tics,” she said. “I joined the 
Labour Party after he won the 
leadership election. 

“People are enthusiastic 
and hopeful. I can’t see the 
momentum dropping off, 
especially with an election 
on the cards soon.” 


A row in Scotland—but with 


LABOUR LEFT group 
Campaign for Socialism 
(CfS) has taken a swipe at 
the Scottish leadership’s 
“Better Together mind-set” 
in last month’s general 
election. 

CfS vice-chair Lesley 
Brennan argued that 
Scottish Labour “avoided 
robustly challenging 
the Tories on their 
record in government at 
Westminster”. 

Labour gained just 
550 votes on average in 
Scottish seats. 

In England and Wales 
the average rise was 
over ten times greater. 


Shadow minister for Brexit 
Keir Starmer told the crowds, 
“We’ve got to be united as 
a party. We have the abil- 
ity to fall out about almost 
anything.” 

On the surface there’s 
broad public agreement in 
Labour that hostilities should 
be suspended to get the 
Tories out. 

But the tensions within the 
Labour Party haven’t gone 


Kezia Dugdale 


HUNDREDS OF Labour activists canvassed in Uxbridge 
last Sunday (main) in a campaign to unseat Boris 


Johnson (left) 


away after the election. 

Unlike a lot of local cam- 
paigns during the election, 
Jeremy Corbyn featured 
prominently on the materials 
being handed out on Sunday. 

“Talking to people now 
you get less of a sense that 
a Labour vote is a wasted 
vote,” student Gabriella told 
Socialist Worker. 

Some activists are now 
turning their thoughts to the 
reality of what a Corbyn-led 
government could do—and 
the opposition it would face. 

“Victory will ruffle feathers 
if we win the next election,” 
said Anne. “I don’t see how 
they can disregard the results 
though.” 

Newly-elected Battersea 
MP Marsha de Cordova 


Brennan put this down to 
focusing on being anti- 
independence. This “almost 
silenced” Jeremy Corbyn’s 
“for the many” message. 

Scottish leader Kezia 
Dugdale has led her party 
to third place behind the 
Tories in three successive 
elections. She even said 
that in some areas other 
parties were “better 
placed” to beat the 
Scottish National Party. 

This encouraged votes 
for the Tories. 

Yet Brennan argued the 
solution is “more about 


changing emphasis than 
leadership”. 
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underlined the urgency of the 
task at hand for the whole of 
the left. 

“We've got a Tory coalition 
with the DUP that’s not going 
to last, nor should it,” she 
said. “They’re homophobic, 
they’re against pro-choice. 

“These people should not 
have the right to govern this 
country. We need to boot 
these people out.” 

Mobilisations like the 
one on Sunday are very 
welcome. They need to lay 
the foundation for the action 
outside parliament that will 
be needed if Labour wins. 
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37% 


of the vote in Scotland 
went to the Scottish 
National Party in the 
general election 


29% 


went to the Tories in 
Scotland 


27% 


of the vote went to Labour 
in Scotland, which was 
higher than expected 
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Victory for 
campaigns 
to stop local 


health cuts 


NHS anti-cuts activists scored two 
victories last week—and showed 
that it’s possible to stop the Tories 


HEALTH CAMPAIGNERS in Essex 
and West Yorkshire celebrated 
victories in battles against cuts 
last week. 

In Essex, campaigners scored a 
major victory in their battle to stop 
the closure of A&E departments 
across Southend, Chelmsford and 
Basildon. 

Campaigner Tim Sneller 
explained that the cuts would have 
meant that “a single hospital was 
providing the emergency service for 
1.2 million people”. 

“Lives would be at risk as ambu- 
lances faced journeys of over 
20 miles across a congested road 
network,” he said. “The ‘Essex 
Success Regime’ has now publicly 
stated that all three A&E depart- 
ments will stay open and continue 
to accept 999 ambulances. 

“This is a massive climbdown 
which we are rightly celebrating.” 

Meanwhile in Slaithwaite, a vil- 
lage near Huddersfield, a long-run- 
ning campaign stopped the closure 
of a GP surgery. 

Local campaigner Martin Jones 
told Socialist Worker, “About 
40 people attended a meeting of the 
Slawit Health Centre SOS group to 
celebrate the fact that the surgery is 
no longer under threat.” 


Support 

In both areas, vibrant campaigns 
have mobilised thousands of 
people. Martin said, “Our group 
organised many different activities 
over 18 months gaining very high 
levels of support. 

“There were several public meet- 
ings. We lobbied the previous Tory 
MP, Jason McCartney, did peti- 
tioning, held a ‘patients’ parade’ 
through the village. 

“We had a ‘knit your own GP’ 
event, and produced a campaign 
song and fundraising mugs. 

“McCartney described protesters 
as ‘bleating activists’—a title they 
proudly adopted.” 

Tim said, “A group in Chelmsford 
held a number of stalls and meet- 
ings, and a local march. 

“For the first time in living 


BACK STORY 


The Tories want to make savage 
cuts in the health service 


@Their ‘Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans’ will axe 
key services across England 


@They detail £22 billion of cuts 
to the NHS by 2020—but the 
attack has generated resistance 


@Last week local campaigns 

in Essex and West Yorkshire 
succeeded in stopping cuts 
@Both found overwhelming 
support for the NHS and showed 
that campaigning can work 


memory there was a demonstra- 
tion in the small town of Halstead 
in north Essex. 

“In Southend the campaign 
quickly built up steam, involving 
many new activists. 

“A high street march and rally 
just before the general election 
mobilised more people than any 
local protest since the poll tax.” 

In both areas campaigns against 
health cuts will continue. Over 
300 people demonstrated against 
plans to close the A&E at the 
Huddersfield Royal Infirmary last 
Friday. 

The cuts would mean 500 job 
losses and see the main site, paid 
for by a PFI deal, sold off. 

Protesters lobbied the Joint 
Scrutiny Committee of Kirklees and 
Calderdale councils. Martin said, 
“The pressure worked because the 
committee voted to refer the plans, 
rather than rubber stamp them. 

“It was a good result but this is 
part of a much longer battle.” 

Mid and South Essex NHS faces 
a £400 million funding shortfall. 

But as Tim said, “There are huge 
numbers prepared to defend our 
NHS. Plans which many felt were 
inevitable can be stopped.” 


On other pages... 
Ly Serco: the world is not enough 


>>Pages 10&11 
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Striking Barts hospital workers say 
Serco’s latest pay offer is an insult 


by DAVE SEWELL 


HUNDREDS OF domestics, 
cleaners, porters and security 
workers began a two-week strike 
at four east London hospitals on 
Tuesday. 

The Unite union members are 
employed by privatising empire 
Serco (see pages 10&11) at Barts 
NHS trust. This includes the 
St Barts, Royal London, Mile End 
and Whipps Cross hospitals. 

The workers are fighting for a 
30p an hour rise. Serco has piled 
pressure onto workers from the 
moment it took over the contract. 


Cleaning 

Joel, on the picket line at the Royal 
London, told Socialist Worker, “It 
used to be clinical staff who would 
clean the clinical machines and 

fill the alcohol gel hand cleaning 
dispensers. Now we have to do it. 

“Before it was nurses who would 
bring patients’ breakfast, now it’s 
domestics. 

“But we haven’t been given any 
extra time, just more work for the 
same number of hours. It’s very 
stressful. 

“You keep thinking, ‘I haven’t 
done this, I haven’t done that’.” 


Joyce added, “When you're 
given more work, you’re supposed 
to get more money.” 

Serco has tried to break the 
strike by illegally hiring agency 
workers to do strikers’ jobs, Unite 
said. 

And in talks last week bosses 
made an offer that workers 
consider insulting. 

“They offered 1 percent, and 
even that 1 percent they didn’t 
offer to everyone,” one picket 
explained. “We don’t know who 
will get it and who won't. 

“We've already gone ten years 
without a pay rise. After paying for 
travel and the rent at times there 
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A 300-STRONG protest 

to defend the A&E at 
Huddersfield Royal Infirmary 
took place last Friday—and 
stopped the cuts being ‘rubber 
stamped’ 


Pictures: Martin JONES 


is no money left to put food on the 
table for my family.” 

At nearby Mile End hospital, 
cleaner Malgorzata was leading 
chants of, “Low pay, no way” and, 
“The workers united will never be 
defeated”. 


Summer 

She told Socialist Worker, “They 
didn’t make a good offer, they 
basically just tried to get the strikes 
put off until after the summer.” 

The strike follows a week-long 
walkout earlier this month. 

Workers are determined. 
Malgorzata said, “We are fighting 
for our rights and we won’t give 
up. We can’t give up, or the private 
sector will think it can just do 
whatever it wants. No way!” 

Joel said, “For most of us this 
has been the first time we’ve been 
on strike and we're confident. 

“This is the only weapon we 
have, and we will win—if not 
today or tomorrow then we'll keep 
going until we do.” 


Send messages of support via 
bit.ly/2tMx1Uy and donations to Barts 
Health NHS Unite branch, Unite the 
Union, 33-37 Moreland Street, London 
EC1V 8BB. Cheques payable to “Unite 
the Union” 
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Tories leave 
survivors 


with no help 


or housing 


Nearly six weeks after the Grenfell 
Tower fire, survivors are still being 
let down, writes Alistair Farrow 


THE CLASS divide brought into 
the light by the Grenfell Tower 
fire has been further exposed 
this week. 

Families are still struggling in 
temporary accommodation and 
overcrowded hotel rooms (see 
right). 

Meanwhile, it emerged on 
Monday that the council sold just 
two council houses in the borough 
for £4.5 million. 

That’s more than the cost of the 
cladding that is thought to have 
contributed to the rapid spread of 
the fire. 

The council has offered survivors 
temporary accommodation which, 
it claims, could become permanent. 

Some 40 households have taken 
up the offer out of 168 who were 
offered it. But temporary accommo- 
dation is often too small and of poor 
quality. 

And traumatised people are 
being left without support. 

A police “gold command” meet- 
ing on Monday morning, which 
was sparsely attended by survivors, 
focused on mental health issues. 

Joe Delaney from the Grenfell 
Action Group attended the meeting. 

“Mental health support services 
are very patchy and sporadic— 
and at times, non-existent,” he told 
Socialist Worker. 


Phone 

“They’ve closed the Westway Centre 
and moved services to the Curve on 
Bard Lane. That’s only open until 
five or six every night, so people 
who need help after that have to 
phone a call centre.” 

Joe pointed out that it is only 
weeks since the blaze and that 
people are suffering trauma. 

“Residents near the block are 
hearing people screaming at night,” 
he said. “You’re seeing people wan- 
dering around the streets. 

“Quite a few of us have dealt with 
people who are suicidal. 

“The council has the money for 
mental health services. It shouldn’t 
fall to residents to help people.” 

Survivors and the relatives of 


Flames engulfed Grenfell Tower 
in the early hours of 14 June 


The tragedy followed years of 
Kensington and Chelsea council 
ignoring tenants’ safety warnings 


The Tory government also 
ignored a recommendation to fit 
blocks with sprinkler systems 


Survivors have been left 
struggling in temporary 
accommodation and hotel rooms 


Yet the council is selling off the 
council housing that could help 
people—and making millions 


the dead want justice. That would 
include councillors facing prosecu- 
tion for signing off on decisions that 
officially left at least 81 people dead 
in the fire. 

Those who have suffered paid the 
price for David Cameron’s “bonfire 
of regulations”. 

The Tories in government and 
in Kensington and Chelsea coun- 
cil should be breaking their backs 
to make amends for what they’ve 
done. Instead, the Tories are trying 
to cover their backs. 

Eric Pickles, minister for local 
government in 2013, failed to order 
councils to retro fit sprinkler sys- 
tems. This is despite the fact that 
they were recommended after a 
report into the 2009 Lakanal House 
fire in Southwark. 

Councils across Britain are 
assessing the cost of retro-fitting 
sprinklers to older high rise tower 
blocks. 

Birmingham city council 
estimates it will cost £31 million. 
The government should make those 
funds available. 

A united campaign with a clear 
set of demands pointing at the 
people responsible for the deaths at 
Grenfell can win justice. 


On other pages... 
Ly Tainted blood survivors slam 
Department of Health >>Page 16 


PROTESTERS OUTSIDE Kensington and Chelsea council last week 


Grenfell fury at councillors’ meeting 


SURVIVORS OF the Grenfell 
Tower fire, treated with 
contempt by Kensington and 
Chelsea council for over a 
month, had a chance to speak 
out on Wednesday of last week. 

They did not hold back. 

One speaker described how 
he, his wife and three children 
are sharing a one bedroom hotel 
room. 

“We have one double bed 
between all of us,” he said. 

Another speaker said, “There’s 
a little girl that has been 
orphaned by your system, your 
greed.” 

The Grenfell Action Group 
wrote to the council in 2010 to 
oppose plans to build a school 
next to the tower in a space 


IT OUT 


rise in evictions 
in England 
between 2003 
and 2015 


of that rise was 
made up of “no 
fault evictions” 


of officially 
homeless 
households 
had dependent 
children in 
2013/14, 
according to 
charity Shelter 


Tory councillors were heckled 


said. 


inside. 
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where emergency vehicles could 
have parked. 

Edward Daffran from the 
group addressed the assembled 
councillors. “You ignored us,” he 


“We were all nearly burned to 
death in 2013.” 

Elizabeth Campbell used her 
first speech as council leader 
to promise that “things will 
change” and that “this is a new 
leadership team”. 

But she was a part of the 
cabinet when many of the 
decisions that led to Grenfell 
were taken. 

Outside the town hall some 
500 people gathered to add their 
voices to those of the survivors 


Evictions soar to record high 


AROUND 40,000 
tenants in England 
were evicted in 2015. 

It’s the highest 
figure on record and 
up a third on 2003 
figures. 

Some 80 percent 
of the increase was 
accounted for by 
so-called “no fault 
evictions”. 

These give tenants 
two months’ notice to 
leave their homes. 

Meanwhile, the 


Local Government 
Association says 
councils are currently 
providing temporary 
accommodation for 
120,540 children. 

The new figures 
expose the housing 
crisis in the most 
shocking way. 

If there is to be a 
meaningful solution 
it means a mass 
council house building 
campaign. 

The Grenfell Tower 


fire must be a line in 
the sand for cheap, 
dangerous housing 
and the private sector 
is the least regulated. 
If it’s left up to the 
Tories the calls for 
justice will be ignored. 
The whole working 
class movement 
needs to take up 
the call for a new 
generation of safe 
council housing and 
an end to skyrocketing 
homelessness. 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
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We'll fight 
for justice 


ON BEHALF of the whole 
contaminated blood 
community I wish to say 
thank you for Socialist 
Worker’s heartfelt and 
supportive coverage of our 
campaign. 

Campaign groups were 
dismayed at the 
Department of Health 
(DoH) last week. They set 
up a meeting at short notice 
and only extended 
invitations to a select few. 

Campaign groups have 
been in dialogue with DoH 
for decades without results. 

We have all come 
together as an act of 
solidarity to impress on the 
DoH that we will not 
converse with them. 

But we are eager to play 
a fully inclusive and active 
role in the forthcoming 
inquiry in the search of 
truth, justice and closure. 

Jackie Britton and the 
campaigning community 
By email 


@WE HAVE waited for this 
inquiry in the UK for 
decades #contaminated- 
blood. In that time we have 
lost so many victims. 
We deserve the truth. 
Graham Manning 
On Twitter 


@MY GRANDFATHER died 
of cancer of the liver due to 
infected blood from 
Germany. 

He was told what would 
happen, he died in the 
1970s. 

Sharza Dethick 
On Twitter 


@THE TORIES have a 
knack of losing, deleting or 
just plain old suppressing 
anything that will reveal 
the evil at the heart of the 
party! 

Leslie Bridges 

On Facebook 


Could a new currency 
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| know the nightmare reality 


of bogus self-employment 


THE TAYLOR review released last 
Thursday called bogus 
self-employment into the public 
eye. I have experienced this in the 
railway and construction industry. 

There is a strange mix between 
being an employee and 
self-employed. 

You aren’t entitled to any 
holiday or sick pay, as you are not 
an employee of any of the 
companies you work for. 

At the same time your “primary 
sponsor” has to approve any work 
for other firms you want to do. 

And if you find work for a close 
rival firm some bosses will reject 
the request to work for them, even 
if they don’t have work for you. 

That leaves you unemployed 


that week but not entitled to any 
unemployment benefits. 

Another scheme a lot of 
companies use is paying workers 
through an “umbrella company”. 

This means being paid by a 
company supposedly separate 
from the one you worked for. 

But it is often registered at the 
same address and has the same 
owner, or is owned by a close 
relative of theirs. 

While being paid through those 
companies you must pay both 
employers’ and employees’ 
national insurance—around 
25 percent of your wage. 

Plus you must pay income tax 
and a fee to receive the money you 
earned. 


The current system of not being 
properly employed by anyone 
makes it very hard to take a 
holiday as you receive no money. 

On many occasions I have had 
to work while sick, even with food 
poisoning. I was vomiting while 
digging out sleepers as I couldn’t 
afford the time off without any 
sick pay. If you are injured and 
physically cannot work you get left 
no income whatsoever. 

Yet these companies decide who 
you can and cannot work for. And 
if they offer you work when you 
have already found work which is 
closer or higher paid you must 
ditch the better job. 

Zakk Davies 
by email 


Misconduct charge for freedom ride cop 


help save the planet? 


THANK YOU very much for 
your commitment to a 
better world. 

I deeply agree with Ian 
Angus (Socialist Worker, 

19 July) when he says, “We 
have to recognise that 
without a fairly radical shift 
in the underlying nature of 
the economy there will not 
be solutions.” 

I think humankind can 
become both socialist and 
environmentally sustainable 
by using a new kind of 
“money”. 

This new currency would 
be indexed to the biomass 


of the land and would be 
paid to people to encourage 
growing biomass. 

It would help tackle 
climate change, preserve 
biodiversity and the major 
balances, feed people and 
create jobs. 

The famous ecologist 
John D Liu said, 
“Economics is driving 
today’s problems. We are 
creating poverty and 
degradation of the 
landscapes. 

“This must change.” 

Héléne Nivoix 
Pelousey, France 


SOUTH Yorkshire 
Freedom Riders show that 
you are never too old to 
fight back and protest. 

We have been 
campaigning for over 
three years for the return 
of concessionary local 
free train travel in South 
Yorkshire for elderly bus 
pass holders. 

Councils axed the free 
travel for older and 
disabled people in 2014. 

In June 2014 two of us, 
myself and Tony Nuttall, 
were atrested by British 
Transport Police while we 
were protesting on 
Sheffield station. All of 


George Arthur and Tony Nuttall 


the charges against us 
were eventually dropped 
some months later. 

Now the officer who led 
the attack on us is facing 
a gross misconduct 
hearing in York on 
Monday 31 July. 

Freedom Riders are 
going to lobby outside the 
hearing from 9.30am and 
are working with York 
trades council to have a 
rally in St Sampson 
Square. 

Messages of support to 
travelpass2014@gmail. 
com 

George Arthur 
Barnsley 


ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS 


Let’s support 
assisted dying 


IN THE late 1980s | 
was a student of Noel 
Conway, who now has 
motor neurone disease. 
Noel started legal 
action last week to be 
allowed to choose a 
peaceful and dignified 
death, and to avoid the 
appalling possibility of 
falling into “locked-in 
syndrome”. 
He has the support of 
Dignity in Dying. 
His case is a reminder, 
I think, that socialists 
should support assisted 
dying, as long as it 
is accompanied by 
the necessary legal 
safeguards, especially 
against abuse by the 
state. 
Mark Brown 
Glasgow 


Is Russia 1917 
relevant now? 


THERE ARE no peasants 
where the material 
premises for building 
socialism are present 
(Bread, Peace and Land 
connected peasants with 
workers in the Russian 
Revolution). 

So it’s not clear what 
socialists in developed 
capitalist countries can 
meaningfully learn from 
studying the post-1917 
Soviet experience. 

John Marot 
On Facebook 


How to deal 
with zombies 


APPARENTLY A bullet 
to the head kills zombies 
(End the zombie regime, 
19 July). 
Seems fair. 
Patrick Cooper 
On Facebook 


End the BBC 
poll tax now 


THE TV licence is, 
effectively, a televisional 
“poll tax”, helping 

to keep many of the 
Beeb’s employees on 
astronomical wages. 

It’s the same charge 
whether the licence 
payer is destitute or a 
multi-millionaire. 

The cost of running 
this “public service” 
should be extracted 
from taxes and not by 
intrusive adverts. 

Do I really want to be 
shown an ad for Andrex 
during the BBC Proms? 
The only movements 
| want to think about 
during a Mendelssohn 
Violin Concerto are 
musical. 

Howard Henry Smith 

Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan 
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FEATURE 


FIRST WORLD 


Passchendaele horror 
couldnt stop rebellion 


by CHARLIE KIMBER 


THE BATTLE of Passchendaele, 
which began 100 years ago 
this week, could be seen as just 
another bloody episode in the 
slaughter of the First World War. 

The five months of slogging 
and near-suicidal offensives by 
mainly British troops fighting 
German forces left hundreds 
of thousands dead and the 
frontlines barely changed. 

But Passchendaele displays 
even greater callousness by the 
generals and politicians than 
some other battles. 

It is inseparable from the 
European ruling classes’ fears 
of the Russian Revolution, 
mutinies in the French army, 
and British working class revolt. 

Just a few months before 
the battle began the Russian 
Revolution had brought down 
the Tsar—and mutinous troops 
had played an important role. 

Every ruler wondered if 
they too might be torn down 
by insurgent troops and a 
population weary of years of 
empty sacrifice. 

In the spring of 1917 the 
French army had almost fallen 
apart as division after division 
refused orders to attack. 

An offensive earlier in the 
year by a million French troops 
had left 120,000 dead or 
missing within ten days. 

When they were ordered to 
attack again they refused. 

Those deemed to have led 
the rebellion were executed or 
deported to grim penal colonies. 

But this did not stop the 
resistance. By June large 
sections of about half of 
the army’s regiments were 
mutinying in some form. 

In Britain widespread strikes, 
involving hundreds of thousands 
of engineering workers, had 
taken place in May. 

They had focused the mood 


The ruling classes 
in France and 
Britain were 
terrified of 
revolution 


Gestion, 


British soldiers at Passchendaele 


against the endless deaths, the 
soaring cost of living and the 
shortage of basic goods. 

War secretary Lord Derby 
wrote, “There is no doubt that 
the Russian Revolution has 
created an unrest which is 
revolutionary and dangerous.” 

The ruling classes in France 
and Europe were terrified. 


Offensives 

Prime minister David Lloyd 
George advised a temporary halt 
to further offensives that would 
again see massive casualties. 

But the generals disagreed. 
Field marshal Douglas Haig 
argued that a speedy victory 
would produce patriotic unity. 

Haig wrote, “If the war were 
to end tomorrow, Great Britain 
would find itself not merely the 
greatest power in Europe but in 
the world. 

“The chief people to suffer 
would be the socialists who are 
trying to rule us all.” 

Partly in an effort to stifle 
revolt the offensive was 
launched—and hundreds of 
thousands died on both sides. 

But its terrible price meant 
that far from snuffing out 
revolutionary movements, it 
encouraged them. 

British empire troops 
mutinied in Etaples, northern 
France, in September 1917. 

The Russian offensive 
designed to coincide with 
Passchendaele led to still wider 
revolts and pointed towards the 
October revolution. 

And in Germany it deepened 
the pressures towards rejection 
of the war. 

Everywhere it meant that 
activists were even more 
determined to end war and the 
system that produced it. 


SERCO 


THE WORLD IS 
NOT ENOUGH 


Outsourcing giant Serco is involved in contracts from 
health services at Barts hospitals to the Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre to the consortium that manufactures 
and maintains British nuclear warheads. It’s the classic 
example of private firms grabbing public services for 
profit, writes Nick Clark 


GIGANTIC octopus 
that straddles the 
globe has wrapped its 
tentacle around the 
NHS. Its grip grows 
tighter and tighter. 

The octopus is Serco. It’s a multi- 
national outsourcing giant with an 
insatiable appetite for taking over 
public services in countries spanning 
the Middle East, North America, Asia 
and Europe. 

Its latest figures show annual rev- 
enue of £3 billion and trading profit 
of over £100 million. 

And for years it has been prising 
its way into the NHS. 

In east London, Serco has recently 
been handed £600 million to run 
non-clinical facilities at hospitals run 
by Barts Health NHS trust. 

But when Serco moved in back in 
April, cleaners, porters and domes- 
tics almost immediately walked out 
against their new boss. 

They’re still fighting, with a two- 
week strike beginning on Tuesday of 
this week. 

It’s not hard to see why. 

Serco is what’s euphemistically 
known as a “public service com- 
pany”. That means its business is in 
taking over public services and run- 
ning them for its own profit. 

Serco thrives on austerity and 
government cost cutting. 

Serco says, “Our market is large, 
we believe growing, and will con- 
tinue to do so because of forces we 
have identified which mean govern- 
ments will continue to face huge 
pressure to deliver more and better 
public services, for less.” 

Whatever scandals there are 
around outsourcing, such firms 


meet governments’ desire to ram 
the profit motive into every aspect 
of public services. 

And like all outsourcers, Serco’s 
profits depend on the extent to 
which it can drive down standards, 
wages, and conditions. 

That’s bad news for everybody 
who uses or works for the NHS. 

One of Serco’s first forays into 
the NHS came when it took over 
Cornwall’s out of hours GP service 
in 2006. 

Serco was found providing false 
statistics to the NHS that made its 
response times in Cornwall appear 
faster than they actually were. 

In fact the situation was, in 
the words of the British Medical 
Association, “disgraceful”. 

Whistleblowers flagged up unsafe 
staffing levels and a “bullying culture” 
aimed at keeping it all under wraps. 

They claimed Serco allowed 
queues of up to 90 people to build up 
on its out of hours helpline. Doctors 
were repeatedly pulled off their 
duties to operate helplines instead. 

On one occasion just one doctor 


Serco’s response 
involved searching 
staff lockers to 
identify the 
whistleblowers 


was said to have been left to cover 
the whole of Cornwall. 

A government investigation found 
the whistleblowers’ claims were 
“substantially true”. 

Serco’s response to the claims 
involved searching staff lockers to 
find out who the whistleblowers were. 

The scale of the scandal forced 
Serco to abandon its Cornwall con- 
tract early. That didn’t stop it bra- 
zenly claiming to have left Cornwall’s 
out of hour GP service in an “excel- 
lent condition”. 

As it happens, that’s almost exactly 
how Serco described the community 
health services in Suffolk, which it 
also gave up running in 2015. 

In 2012—the same year that the 
scandal broke in Cornwall—Serco 
was given a £140 million contract 
to run the service. 

Right away it began a “reorgani- 
sation” that cut one in seven of the 
hundreds of NHS jobs transferred 
over. New starters were recruited on 
much worse terms and conditions. 

The cuts left workers struggling to 
cope. One carer at the time told the 
Guardian newspaper, “In my team 
alone we’re 50 percent down on staff- 
ing hours compared with last year. 

“We've still got the same number 
of patients—so the workload has 
massively increased.” 

Within a year Serco was failing 
to meet important targets and was 
threatened with fines. 

By 2014 Serco was coming under 
fire from Suffolk County Council. 
Even Tory councillors demanded to 
know what it was doing to improve. 

Strangely enough Serco decided 
not to renew the contract when it 
ran out the following year. 


SERCO 


MEET THE FIRM 


ANGUS COCKBURN 
eo amant (oatelaaie a: 


Education Edinburgh 
University, IMD Business 
School, Switzerland 


Basic salary £500,000 
PUTTER] ods Cole oto) OM OLOL0) 
Share plan and benefits 


BARTS HEALTH 


SERVICES, 
LONDON 
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Now Serco’s back, this time in 
east London. And it’s up to its same 
old tricks—cutting costs and driving 
down conditions. 

No sooner had Serco taken over at 
Barts Health trust than cleaners were 
told they were no longer allowed to 
take a morning tea break. 

Not only that, but the private com- 
pany wants to force a ten year pay 
freeze on all the workers it now 
employs at Barts. 

And to top it all off, strikers have 
spoken of the increased workloads, 
falling standards and poor equip- 
ment they’ve had to put up with since 
Serco came in. That means that life is 
harder for these low paid workers but 
it also means the hospitals are a less 
safe place for patients to be. 

The strike there should be a beacon 
for everyone who wants to drive profit 
and privatisation out of the NHS. 


RUPERT CHRISTOPHER 
SOAMES OBE 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

Education St. Aubyns 
Preparatory, Eton, 

Ns (0) cox -¥= (9 am Oe) | (-¥24-m 
Oxford University 

Basic salary £850,000 
Bonus up to £1,275,000 
Pension approx 
£300,000 a year 
Favorite quote 

I. go to Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre a lot,” 
Soames told the Evening 
Standard last year. “I’m 
proud of.it. I’d thought it 
would be like a prison, 
but it’s absolutely not 
like that.” Would he stay 
there? “Yes,” he fires 
back, “like a shot.” 


TENTACLESIN 


ED CASEY 
CHIEF OPERATING 
OFFICER 

Education Harvard 
University 
Basic salary $1,061,690 
Bonus up to $1,592,535 
Additional bonus 
EET FL {-9 


YARL’S WOOD 
DETENTION 
CENTRE 


SANTANDER 
CYCLE HIRE, 
LONDON 


CALEDONIAN 
SLEEPER 
TRAINS 


WEAPONS 
ESTABLISHMENT 


- —_ 
Barts Health: on strike 


A view to make a killing 


YOU CAN’T escape Serco—it’s 
everywhere. Aside from hospitals 
and health services, Serco’s 
empire covers trains, ferries, 
leisure centres, speed cameras 
and air-traffic control—and that’s 
just in Britain. 

Serco operates the North 
Link ferries in Scotland, the 
Caledonian sleeper train, and 


Merseyrail trains where starting from 2015. 
its attempts to force 


iesial : But after Serco failed 
driver-only operation (= S"S"SEEEEE) to pay the bills on time, 
has led to strikes. F one primary school 
Serco even runs the 


had its phone lines 
hire bikes in central 


cut off, while at others 
London. But wherever sanitary facilities and 
you see a Serco logo, 


waste equipment were 
you’re also likely to see repossessed. 


signs of trouble. 

Last year Serco was fined 
more than £1 million and had 
to apologise after a litany of 
blunders saw schools resources 
in Lincolnshire taken away and 
workers going unpaid. 

Serco took £70 million to run 
Human Resources and finance 
at Lincolnshire County Council, 
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North Link ferries 
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Serco crime prevention programme 


On Her 
Majesty’s 
Prison service 


SERCO MAKES a killing out of 
locking people up. Two of its biggest 
operations in Britain are running 
private prisons and deporting 
migrants, including the Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre. 

In 2013 the Serious Fraud Office 
(SFO) began investigating Serco’s 
government contract for fitting 
electronic tags and monitoring 
prisoners released on probation. 

Serco was alleged to have 
charged the government for 
prisoners who were either dead, 
back in prison, or abroad. 

Serco paid back £68.5 million to 
the government over the scandal. 
Despite launching its investigation 
almost four years ago, the SFO has 
still not reported its findings. 

The real scandal is not how Serco 
makes money from prisoners that 
don’t exist—it’s how it treats the 
actual prisoners locked up in its 
private prisons. 

Serco runs four prisons in Britain, 
and many more across the world. 
Just last month if was given £1.5 
billion to run the largest prison in 
Australia. 


Worst 

In 2013 one of Serco’s British 
prisons, HMP Thameside, was 
named as one of Britain’s worst 
prisons shortly after opening. 

A government inspection found 
that the regime was “one of the 
most restricted we have ever seen,” 
with some prisoners spending 23 
hours a day in their cells. 

Serco also runs 13 immigration 
detention centres in Britain, where 
migrants are locked up. 

Undercover filming by Channel 4 
at the Yarl’s Wood centre found staff 
making racist and sexist remarks 
about the women locked up there. 

A manager said of the detainees, 
“They're all animals. Take a stick 
in to beat them up”. A guard 
commented, “These black women 
are fucking horrible.” 

It followed another investigation 
in 2013 over accusations that 
vulnerable women were sexually 
abused. Seven Serco employees 
were sacked for inappropriate 
behaviour. 

In 2014 Christine Case died in 
Yarl’s Wood after a heart attack. 
Serco guards only gave her 
paracetamol. 

Serco is also in charge of running 
Australia’s vast immigration 
detention centres on remote islands. 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 


These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 

or go to www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 


Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


ABERDEEN 

The case against borders 
Wed 2 Aug, 6pm, 

Belmont Cinema Cafe, 

49 Belmont St, 

AB101JS 

BARNSLEY 

What do we mean 

by alienation? 

Thu 3 Aug, 7pm, 

YMCA, 

Blucher St,S70 1AP 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
The rise of the far 

right in europe 

Wed 2 Aug, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B11EQ 

BOLTON 

Deliveroo, Uber and the gig 
economy —what’s happening 
to the working class? 

Thu 3 Aug, 7pm, 

Bolton Socialist Club, 

16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), 

BL11DY 

BRIGHTON 

The welfare state and the 
post-war Labour government 
Thu 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF 
BURNLEY AND PENDLE 
The Bolsheviks 

and revolution 

Wed 2 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Red Triangle Cafe, 

160 St James’s St, 
BB111NR 

CHESTERFIELD 
Imperialism and 
capitalism in Africa 

Thu 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St,S40 1QN 
COVENTRY 
Understanding imperialism 
—why does capitalism 
generate wars? 

Wed 2 Aug, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Centre, 

159 Spon St, CV13BB 
DONCASTER 

System change not 
climate change 

Wed 2 Aug, 7.30pm, 

The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives), 

5 Princes St, DN1 3NJ 


SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS 


i. 


Protests celebrated Corbyn’s result at the election 


Britain turns left—what 
next for the movement? 


EDINBURGH 

Wed 2 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Strathie, 

17 Iona St, 

EH6 8SG 


DUDLEY 

Lenin for today 

Wed 2 Aug, 8pm, 

The What Centre, 

23 Coventry St, 
Stourbridge, DY8 1EP 
DUNDEE 

The crisis in social housing 
Wed 2 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Dundee Voluntary Action, 
10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL 
ESSEX 

Soviets or parliament — 
socialism and democracy 
Thu 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, 

Chelmsford, 

CM12QL 


LEICESTER 

Wed 2 Aug, 7pm, 
Leicester LGBT Centre, 
15 Wellington St, 
LE16HH 


HUDDERSFIELD 

Should we support Corbyn’s 
call for more police? 

Wed 2 Aug, 6.30pm, 

Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP 
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 

Should socialists support 
the single market? 

Thu 3 Aug, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse 
Square, LS3 1AD 

LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW 
The origins of Carnival 

Thu 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 

Ladbroke Grove, W105XL 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


PORTSMOUTH 
Wed 2 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre, 
River's St, P05 4EZ 


LONDON:BRIXTON 

Where is Venezuela going? 
Wed 2 Aug, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd, 

SW2 1EP 

LONDON: CENTRAL 

How can the left 

shape Brexit? 

Thu 3 Aug, 6.30pm, 

Room 130, 

UCL, Foster Court Building, 
WC1E 6BT 
LONDON:EALING 

How can Palestine be free? 
Thu 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 

W3 Gallery, 

185 High St, 

Acton, W3 9DJ 


LONDON: HACKNEY 
Marxism and terrorism 


~ Thu 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 


The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), 
E50PU 

LONDON: HARINGEY 

The Grenfell Tower fire — 
corporate murder 

Wed 2 August, 7.30pm, 

St John Vianney Church Hall, 
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd), 

N15 3QH 
LONDON:ISLINGTON 

From Stalin to Putin— 
Russia today 

Thu 3 Aug, 7pm, 

The Old Fire Station, 

84 Mayton St, N7 6QT 


| LONDON:LEWISHAM 


How can the left 

shape Brexit? 

Thu 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 

West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 

141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 

line and DLR station), 
SE10 8JA 

LONDON: NEWHAM 
Scotland —has the election 
changed everything? 
Wed 2 Aug, 7pm, 

Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park), 
E151HP 

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS 
How Asians transformed 
the British working class 
Wed 2 Aug, 7pm, 

Oxford House, 

Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco), 
E26HG 
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
The crises of capitalism 
Wed 2 Aug, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre, 

6-8 Greenleaf Rd, 
Walthamstow, E17 6QQ 
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
Russia 1917 —festival 

of the oppressed 

Wed 2 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room), 

Barlow Moor Rd, M21 8BF 
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE 
The politics of the 

united front 

Thu 3 Aug, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, M25NS 


celeb 


Dave Sherry 


Oppressed 
Judith Orr 


10.30am-5.30pm 


£10 / £5 concessions. 
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, 
235 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
London WC2H 8EP 


SPEAKERS INCLUDE 
Stephen Smith 


author of Russia in Revolution 
Cathy Porter 

author of Alexandra Kollontai: A Biography 
John Molyneux 
author of Lenin for Today 


Alex Callinicos 
author of Imperialism & Global Political Economy 


author of Marxism & Women’s Liberation 


www.swp.org.uk/celebrating-1917 


DAY CONFERENCE 
Saturday 4 November 2017 


author of Russia 1917: Workers’ Revolution & Festival of the 


MANCHESTER:LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME 
Food, agriculture and 
climate change 

Thu 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Inspire, 

747 Stockport Rd, 

M19 3AR 

NEWCASTLE 

Israel and Palestine, 100 
years after the Balfour 
Declaration—whya 
boycott is necessary 
Thu 3 Aug, 7pm, 
Broadacre House, 
Market St, NEL6HQ 
NORWICH 

Fighting oppression 
today —homophobia 
and Islamophobia 

Thu 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA 
OXFORD 

The fight for abortion 
rights in the era of Trump 
Wed 2 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Restore, 

Manzil Way 

(off Cowley Rd), 
OX41YH 

PLYMOUTH 

Pride, politics and 
protest—fighting for 
LGBT+ liberation 

Wed 9 Aug, 7pm, 

Quaker House, 

74 Mutley Plain, 

PL4 6LF 
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
Engels, Neanderthals and 
the origins of the family 
Thu 3 Aug, 7pm, 

Victoria Hall 

Methodist Church, 
Norfolk St,S12JB 
TELFORD 

How long can May last? 
Thu 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, 

The Parade, 

Wellington, TF1 1PY 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
ANDWALSALL 

Which way toa 

united Ireland? 

Wed 2 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Wild Bytes Cafe, 
Darlington St, WV1 4HW 


{ MOMENT} 


DORSET 

Fighting the new racism 
Sat 2 Sep, 1.30pm, 

Colliton Club, 

Colliton Park, DT11XJ. 
Organised by Dorset Socialists 
SOUTH LONDON 

The Battle of Lewisham— 
how we stopped the 

Nazi National Front 

12 Aug, 1-4.30pm, 

Clifton Rise, SE14. 
Anniversary march organised 
by Unite Against Fascism. 
More details at bit.ly/2tQytr5 
NATIONAL 

Demonstration at the 

Tory party conference 

Sun 1 Oct, Manchester. 
Called by the 

People’s Assembly. 
thepeoplesassembly.org.uk 
Stand Up To Racism 
conference—confronting 
the rise in racism 

Sat 21 Oct, 10.30am-4.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Euston Rd, 

London NW1 2BJ. 
Organised by 

Stand UpTo Racism. 
standuptoracism.org.uk 
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Spooks, lies and the state— 
new film grasps for the truth 


The murky world of the French secret service and its many links to the 
establishment are dramatised in a shady story of murder and intrigue 


A SERIOUS but mild-mannered civil 
servant with a drinking problem 
gets caught up in a web of intrigue 
and collusion between the state and 
private intelligence services. 

In a nutshell, that’s the plot of 
Scribe, director Thomas Kruithof’s 
debut film. 

Perhaps better than other films 
about spooks and their victims, it gives 
a sense of the horror of being caught 
up in events out of your control. 

Duval, played by Francois Cluzet, 
is fired from an anonymous office job. 
He is offered work as a transcriber by 
a mysterious figure, Clément, played 
by Denis Podalydeés. 

Duval writes down tapped phone 
conversations which become increas- 
ingly sinister in nature. He gains an 
insider’s knowledge of how the intelli- 
gence industry conducts its murderous 
business. 

Murders are explained away in 
the press as people killing them- 
selves. Duval’s horror at knowing the 
truth, and not being able to escape 
his knowledge, is riveting. 

The individuals who live in this 
world are shown as compromised 
bullies and cowards. 


Anonymous 
The violence is all the more shock- 
ing when seen through Duval’s eyes. 
That’s largely down to his background 
as a desk worker. 

Watching the film, you get a strong 
sense of the impact of decisions and 
actions taken from behind desks in 
anonymous offices. 

The horror in Duval’s eyes as he 
realises what he has become impli- 
cated in, and later directly par- 
ticipates in, gives a sense of how 
people react when forced to face the 


= 


FRANCOIS CLUZET plays the damaged and terrified office worker Duval in Scribe 


consequences of their actions. 

Elements of classic English satire 
come through in the film. 

We are shown the events through 
the eyes of a wide-eyed innocent 
who can’t extricate themselves from 
them, though Duval increasingly gains 
agency as the picture continues. 

Undertones of colonialism and 
imperialism shape the film. The back- 
drop for the drama on screen is the 
kidnapping of three “contractors” in 
Libya, presumably oil engineers or 
some related type of work. 

Also woven into the background 
is an election campaign. One of the 


candidate’s slogans is, “France is 
back,” a reference to US President 
Donald Trump’s “Make America Great 
Again” slogan. 

The easy nature of the relationship 
between the state and private security 
firms is nicely depicted. 

The interplay between the state’s 
control of armed force and Clément’s 
firm’s ability to go beyond the law 
in gathering intelligence are used to 
expose the weaknesses of each. 

Viewers also get an idea of how 
both these forces answer to a higher 
power—the politicians and the bosses. 

They fight for their own survival by 


catering and anticipating the whims 
and needs of those at the very top of 
society. 

The film does a good job of por- 
traying neither of the institutions as 
all-powerful. 

They seem that way to Duval at the 
start of the film, as they do to many 
people in reality. But that changes 
as events unravel and career out of 
control. 

Scribe may not stand up alongside 
spook classics such as John Le Carré’s 
Smiley’s People, but it does justice to 
the genre. 

For a list of showings, go to bit.ly/2tw9kDh 


The footballer who fought against racism and bigotry 


BOOK 


DIFFERENT CLASS: 
FASHION, FOOTBALL & 
FUNK—THE STORY OF 


LAURIE CUNNINGHAM footballer to play for 
by Dermot Kavanagh England at Under 21 level. 
£20 hardback, £10 digital He won a full England cap 


Go to bit.ly/2vracXo 


LAURIE Cunningham was 
born in Archway, north 
London and grew up in 
nearby Finsbury Park. 


Orient for three years 
before joining West 
Bromwich Albion in 1977. 
That year he became 
the first black professional 


two years later. In 1979 he 
was bought by Real Madrid 
for just under £1 million. 
He starred in their 
side’s 1980 home and 
away victories over rivals 


Spanish club. 


After one successful 
season he was severely 
injured, misdiagnosed and 
wrongly operated on over 
three seasons, and was 
financially ripped off. 

His teen partner and 
dancing soulmate hated 
the rigid atmosphere so 
much that she returned to 
London without him. 

Sadly his career went 
downhill after that. He 


family, friends, mentors 
and lovers. 

Most contemporary 
and subsequent black 
footballers credit him 
with breaking down many 
racist barriers for them. 

Without dogmatism 
Kavanagh sets it all in 
the politics of Laurie’s 
time. Enoch Powell, the 
National Front, Margaret 
Thatcher, the Notting Hill 
Carnival police riots, SUS 


VOGUING 


WERQ—BALLROOM AT THE 
BARBICAN 

Hosted by D’relle 

5 August, Barbican Centre, Silk 
Street, London, EC2Y 8DS 

£15 

For tickets and information go 
to bit.ly/2vqtBre 


VOGUING COMES to 
London in August. 

The LGBT+ subculture 
began in the New York 
gay ballroom scene of the 
1960s, particularly in the 
black and Latin American 
communities of Harlem. 

Since then it has evolved 
and spread to cities across 
the US and worldwide. 

Modern voguing, or 
Modern Fem, evolved from 


catwalking and incorporates 
moves from breakdancing 
and other forms of dancing 
to create a distinctive style. 

More than just a dance 
style, it’s a cultural 
movement. People come 
together in “houses” 
to organise events and 
community support. 

Come to the event to get 
a closer look at the scene. 
For a deeper look at the modern 
voguing scene in New York, 
watch Kiki at kikimovie.com 
Kiki takes inspiration from the 
film Paris is Burning, a 1990 
documentary about the New 
York drag scene 


TOP 5 BOOKS 


Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop 


A reader’s guide to 
Marx’s Capital 


Joseph Choonara 


No is not enough— 
defeating the new 


shock politics 
Naomi Klein 


He was a talented artist, Barcelona. The Nou Camp died aged just 33 in 1989. | laws, and the self-defence Phone 020 7637 1848 

dancer and athlete as a crowd applauded him off Dermot Kavanagh organisation of black bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 

teenager. the pitch. Ry has done an excellent youth all feature. Why not visit the shop 
Rejected by Arsenal The racism he coped fae Bae , ____| | job of telling Laurie’s Enjoy this book and at 1 Bloomsbury Street 

at 16, he thrilled the with in England was Laurie Cunningham fought heartrending story remember Laurie’s life. London WC1B 3QE 

supporters of Leyton increased at the Francoist | MUUuMiisiexte lcs through the eyes of his Nick Grant 
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HISTORY & THEORY 


HE establish- 

ment claims 

the evacuation 

of the British 

Expeditionary 

Force (BEF) at 
Dunkirk was an example 
of people pulling together 
in the national interest. 

In reality it was a humil- 
iating rout followed by a 
cynical plot by British gen- 
erals and politicians to 
abandon troops and limit 
damage. 

Between 26 May and 4 
June 1940 some 186,000 
British and 125,000 French 
soldiers were evacuated 
from the beaches of Dunkirk 
in France. 

Speaking in the House of 
Commons, then Tory prime 
minister Winston Churchill 
described the evacuation as 
“a miracle of deliverance, 
achieved by valour, by perse- 
verance... by unconquerable 
fidelity... there was a victory 
inside this deliverance”. 

Afterwards Churchill 
admitted privately he had 
only expected between 
20,000 or 30,000 people to 
make it back. 

He described Dunkirk as 
“the greatest British military 
defeat for many centuries”. 

The propaganda magazine 
The War Illustrated ran an 
article about the evacuation. 
“At Dunkirk tragedy was turned 
into triumph,” ran the headline. 

A new film directed by 
Christopher Nolan does little 
to rock the boat when it comes 
to the mainstream version of 
events. 

It is almost entirely con- 
text-free. German soldiers are 
never depicted. And the film 
shows some of the chaos of the 
evacuation and the grinding 
horror of war, but offers few 
explanations. 

Reviewers in the mainstream 
press have fawned over the 
film’s grittiness. 

There are “amazing images 
and dazzlingly accomplished 
set pieces,” according to the 
Guardian newspaper. And the 
Daily Telegraph described it as 
“a work of heart-hammering 
intensity and grandeur”. 

Leaving the gushing to one 
side, although the chaos of 
Dunkirk is shown in detail it is 
shown from a British perspec- 
tive. There is little mention of 
the more than 100,000 French 
troops who were stranded as 
well. 

Nor is there any mention 
of French troops guarding the 
perimeter while the British gen- 
erals plotted their evacuation. 

In reality the dead of Dunkirk 
and the Battle of France were 
victims of British military 
incompetence and cynical 
manoeuvring. 

At the outset of the war, the 
BEF was badly armed and small 
in number. It was woefully 
underprepared, despite all the 
bluster of Churchill and others. 

Their radio communica- 
tions and military intelligence 
were hopelessly inadequate. 
“Neither at headquarters or at 


NEW FILM, Dunkirk, offers no context for the 


defeat —and instead sticks with the myths 


DUNKIRK 


AN EMPI 
IN DECLI 


The establishment fought to portray Dunkirk as a glorious 
moment for Britain. In reality it was a humiliating defeat, 
but a new film sticks with the myth, writes Alistair Farrow 


An iiured sa soldier ; 
returns from Dunkirk 


the fighting front did the British 
know what hit them,” went 
one account, quoted in Angus 
Calder’s The Myth of the Blitz. 

The German army broke 
through British lines quickly 
when the battle started in 
Flanders on the Western Front on 
10 May 1940. 

By 22 May, British gener- 
als had already begun pulling 
troops away from the fighting. 

The French general in com- 
mand, Blanchard, ordered a 
counter-attack on the German 


The image of 
little ships 
volunteering 
for Dunkirk is a 


distortion 
ieee 


army. British generals ignored 
it and continued their retreat 
towards Dunkirk. 

Abandoned, the French 
army followed. It hoped the 
town and surrounding indus- 
trial area could be used as a 
base from which to attack the 
German army’s supply lines as 
it advanced on Paris. 

Once they got to Dunkirk, 
British generals didn’t tell 
their French counterparts they 
were evacuating until they had 
already begun, on 26 May, 


the much-hyped “Operation 
Dynamo”. 

The British left them to 
defend the perimeter around 
the town and focus on turning 
the area into a fortified base. 

Meanwhile, the British 
had begun quietly evacuating 
non-military personnel days 
before. Churchill was personally 
involved in the deception. 

On 29 May the German army 
escalated its efforts to kill off 
the BEF with air and submarine 
attacks. If it had sustained the 
attack, it could have meant the 
total destruction of the BEF and 
large amounts of the French 


| army. 


Bizarrely, Hitler gave the 
order for ground troops to hold 
back rather than move in and 
finish the British, French and 
Belgian armies off. 

By the start of the Second 
World War the British Empire 
was stretched to breaking 
point. Simultaneously defend- 
ing its colonial territories and 
fighting a war on the European 
mainland was too much for the 

British state. 


Laurence Thompson 


_ recalled his experience as a 


soldier at the time. “There 
are in the country fewer than 
a thousand tanks, most of 
them unserviceable,” he said. 

“No division has anything 
like its establishment of field 
anti-tank guns. 

“At the current rate of 
production it will take two 
months to bring a single 
division up to strength in 
twenty-five pounders and there 
are 29 divisions.” 


HE mainstream 
account of the 
Second World War 
is stuffed with 
propaganda to dis- 
guise the frailty of 
an empire in decline. 

The image of hundreds of 
little ships crewed by civilians 
volunteering to go to Dunkirk 
is also a distortion of the facts. 
The evacuation remained a 
secret for days. 

Civilian-owned ships crewed 
with civilians rescued some 
25,000 soldiers out of a total of 
some 300,000—significant, but 
not decisive. 

Small ships were involved 
but were crewed by navy 
reservists, similar to conscripts. 
The main civilian ships used 
were large ferries. The image of 
thousands of seafarers queuing 
up to volunteer in a display of 
Blitz spirit in the national inter- 
est is largely false. 

And the context that set the 
stage for Britain’s involvement 
in the Second World War is a 
testament to the racism and 
self-interest of the British ruling 
class. 

During the Spanish Civil War 
the British refused to send aid 
to Republican forces fighting 
Franco’s fascists. Then-foreign 
secretary Anthony Eden secretly 
supported the fascists. 

Meanwhile, Franco’s army 
was being armed by Germany 
and Italy, which even sent 
troops to fight in the war. 
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The rise of Hitler went 
unchallenged by the British 
ruling class, a section of which 
actively supported the Nazis. 
They were more than happy to 
sacrifice the lives of ordinary 
people across Europe in order 
to concentrate on maintaining 
their empire. 

In 1938 Hitler demanded 
the western part of 
then-Czechoslovakia. British 
prime minister Neville 
Chamberlain agreed, leaving 
the Czech people to fight alone. 

“This is peace in our time,” 
he declared. Today he is pre- 
sented as a dreamer and a 
fantasist, an easy target com- 
pared to the hard-headed 
Churchill. 


UT Chamberlain’s 
position was the 
dominant attitude 
of the British rul- 
ing class at the 
time to leave the 
Germans alone if they didn’t 
threaten Britain’s imperial 
interests. 

The British establishment 
had no problem with the mass 
extermination of Jewish people, 
which was well underway by 
1940. Nor did they object to the 
murder of trade unionists and 
socialists. 

Their real concern was the 
defence of Britain’s power and 
maintaining its leading place in 
the world order. 

Only when the bosses were 
threatened, and millions 
of ordinary people became 
increasingly horrified at the 
rise of fascism, did Britain get 
involved. 

Labour’s involvement in a 
coalition government during 
the war, and nationalist propa- 
ganda, helped to blunt some of 
the class antagonism towards 
Churchill. 

Yet contrary to the main- 
stream story of the war, class 
antagonisms did not disappear. 
In 1940 some 940,000 days were 
“lost” to strikes and in 1941 the 
figure rose to over a million. 

Dunkirk had a transforma- 
tive effect on thousands of 
people. It exposed the weak- 
ness of the British state and the 
contempt with which the ruling 
class viewed the lives of ordi- 
nary people. 

“I saw literally hundreds 
and hundreds of lorry 
loads of soldiers coming 
through the village, 
coming back from Dunkirk,” 
recalled one person, a child in 
Kent at the time. 

“Soldiers with no uniforms, 


READ MORE 


Se 


The press glorified 
Dunkirk (top) and 
hid the chaotic 
reality (above), 

as did Tory prime 
minister Winston 
Churchill (below) 
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in shirts, in a hell of a state. 

“I felt certain that the war 
was over, that we’d lost. Us 
kids were horror stricken. No 
one could defeat the British 
army in my mind. But these 
soldiers passing through the vil- 
lage were not only ragged, they 
were starving.” 

In the wake of the disaster 
thousands of copies of a radi- 
cal pamphlet, The Guilty Men, 
were sold. 

Written anonymously by 
Michael Foot, the Liberal Frank 
Owen and Peter Howard, it 
argued that those who made 
deals with Hitler and the 
Nazis should be brought to 
justice. 

Dunkirk saw lives lost 
because of the arrogance, 
self-interest and cowardice of 
a ruling class during the desper- 
ate death throes of an empire. 


@The Myth of the Blitz 
by Angus Calder, £16.99 


@A People’s History of 
the Second World War— 
resistance versus empire 
by Donny Gluckstein 


@Winston Churchill—Tory 
war-dog 

by CLR James 
bit.ly/2vrtuvx 


Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 


£19.99 Phone 020 7637 1848 
or go to 

@The Second World War bookmarksbookshop. 

by Leon Trotsky co.uk 


bit.ly/2tMMJOk 


RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION 


The scramble to save the 
treasure of the Isars 


After revolution 
overthrew Russia’s 
ruling Tsars, a 
lucrative industry 
grew around relics of 
the old regime 


THERE WERE some 

50 imperial Faberge eggs 
made—gifts for the families 
of Russia’s ruling Tsars before 
the revolution. 

Most jewellery is 
anonymous. The significance 
lies only in its cost. There is 
more manufactured rarity 
than actual rarity in gems. 

The jeweller Faberge 
wanted to give each egg 
significance, with a private 
meaning for the giver and the 
receiver. 

So the first egg in 1885 
was two and a half inches tall 
with a gold yolk inside. Inside 
the yolk, a gold hen sits on a 
gold nest. 

This is an image of the 
queen, mother to the country 
and to the tsar’s children. 

It is also a joke (just)— 
the egg has given birth to 
the hen. Inside the hen, a 
diamond crown. Inside the 
crown, a ruby pendant, a 
symbol of the Tsar’s love. 

The surprises aren’t 
intended for us—they were 
the eggstravagant gifts of the 
ultra-rich. The poor were not 
meant to see treasure. 

They are about private 
showing off. The 1900 
Trans-Siberian Railway Egg 
contains a foot-long miniature 
clockwork railway, with a 
platinum locomotive that 
pulls gold carriages. 


Ostentatious 

The eggs are a metaphor 
for the Romanov regime— 
ostentatious, hugely costly, 
and useless. 

In 1923 Faberge eggs 
seized during the Revolution 
were put up for sale. But 
there were few buyers. 
Much of the jewellery was 
dismantled or melted down 
for scrap. 

This changed when an 
American con man Armand 
Hammer introduced the eggs 
to the US. 

He bought trunks from a 
theatrical company, loaded 
them with a huge variety 


1917 TIMELINE 


Starting 18 July (31 July by 
the modern calender) 


@General Kornilov becomes 
the supreme commander in 
chief of the Russian army 


@The Russian Social 
Democratic Labour Party 
resolves that a peaceful 
revolution is impossible, 
and adopts the principle of 
democratic centralism 


of exotic Russian goods— 
including two real imperial 
eggs—and went on a tour. 

He sold china and linen 
from hotels as “Romanoff 
Treasure”. He used real 
Faberge stamps to pass off all 
kinds of tat as the real thing. 

All came in a special 
Faberge case accompanied by 
documents “proving” it to be 
of Romanov origin. 

He was wildly successful. 
Once a millionaire or two 
had paid staggering prices 
for an egg they became the 
fashionable thing to have— 
and up the prices went. 

The eggs were part of an 
industry that grew up after 
the Bolsheviks killed the Tsar 


Fingers and fat 
were taken 
around in jars 
to be honoured 
as the Tsar’s 


AN EGG made for Tsar Alexander Ill as a gift for his mother 


and his family. The orthodox 
church and various exiles had 
an interest in keeping the 
faith in the Romanovs alive. 

Nikolai Sokolov investigated 
the Tsar’s execution site for 
the counter-revolutionaries. 
He climbed down the mine 
shaft the bodies were first 
dumped in. 

Sokolov boxed up dog 
bones and other “evidence” 
then hawked it round Europe. 


Fingers 

Other things claiming to be 
bits of the Tsar were taken 
round in jars—including 
fingers and fat—to be 
honoured. 

Best of all were live relics. 
So the Tsar’s daughter 
Anastasia had apparently 
escaped Russia. It led to 
various movies and books. At 
least eight people claimed to 
be her. 

The most famous was Anna 
Anderson who had a far more 
worthy origin as a Polish 
factory worker. 

Counter-revolutionary 
dreams morphed into the 
Cold War and a romantic 
admiration for the old royal 
family. 

And Russian billionaire 
Viktor Vekselberg bought 
some eggs a decade ago for 
more than £80 million. He 
brought the eggs full circle. 

Russian revolutionary poet 
Mayakovsky wrote, “A crown 
may be bestowed by us but 
only with a mineshaft.” 

Or as Lenin never put it, 
you can’t make an omelette 
without breaking eggs. 

This is part of a series of 


weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution tinyurl.com/sw1917 
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Blood campaign slams health department 


yy SADIE ROBINSON 


SURVIVORS OF the con- 
taminated blood scandal 
last week rejected a meet- 
ing with the Department of 
Health (DoH) because it is 
“implicated” in the scandal. 

Around 5,000 people were 
infected with Hepatitis C and 
HIV after being given con- 
taminated blood in the late 
1970s and 1980s. 

Governments bought 
blood cheaply from the US 
and ignored warnings that it 
was unsafe. 

There is also evidence that 
contaminated blood was used 
on some people in order to 
test its “infectivity”. 


Cover-up 
A letter signed by several sur- 
vivors raised fears of a further 
cover-up after the govern- 
ment announced there could 
be an inquiry. 

It said, “We do not believe 
that the DoH should be 
allowed to direct or have any 
involvement into an investi- 
gation into themselves, other 
than giving evidence. 

“The handling of this 
inquiry must immediately be 
transferred elsewhere.” 


CAMPAIGNERS DON’T want the Department of Health to run an investigation into the contaminated blood scandal 


It added that any inquiry 
run by the DoH would be “an 
insult, a farce and a waste of 
time. 

“This could be viewed as 
a continuation of historic 
cover-ups.” 

Jackie was infected with 


Hepatitis C in 1983. She told 
Socialist Worker, “Nobody 
wants DoH involvement, 
except to provide evidence 
when called for. 

“It is at the heart of the 
scandal and cover up. It would 
be a conflict of interest for it 


to have a hand in the set-up of 
the inquiry.” 

Around 2,500 people have 
died as a result of the scandal. 
Most of those affected didn’t 
find out until years later. 
Michelle Tolley was infected 
with Hep C in 1987—but 


didn’t know until November 
2015. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“T want the truth. I want to 
know why this happened 
and I want to know who 
gave their consent to do that 
to all of us. The inquiry may 


only look at haemophiliacs. 

“So people like me, who 
received whole blood rather 
than blood products, may be 
excluded. 

But we’ve all been affected 
and any inquiry must be for 
everybody who has been 
infected and affected.” 


Transfusion 

Ronan Fitzgerald’s mother 
Jane was infected with 
Hep C during a blood trans- 
fusion to treat an ectopic 
pregnancy in 1979. 

Like many people Ronan 
has fears over whether an 
inquiry would deliver justice 
because of how the authori- 
ties have treated victims. 

“There’s mistrust because 
of the attitude they’ve shown 
towards us, a real contempt,” 
he said. 

“Will the inquiry be done 
thoroughly? Will there be 
transparency of information? 
This really concerns us. 

“Until we get what we 
want, I don’t think we’re ever 
going to trust anyone.” 


More online 


y For more from Michelle and 
Ronan go to bit.ly/2tNhbb3 
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Strike heats 
up as refuse _ 


staff take 


daily action 


Birmingham workers are fighting 
for their livelihoods against vicious 
council cuts, reports Dave Sewell 


RUBBISH IS piling up in streets 
across Birmingham as resist- 
ance to a Labour council’s cuts 
programme intensifies. 

Refuse workers have been strik- 
ing on and off since 30 June, and 
escalated to daily walkouts from 
Monday of this week. 

Only Unite union members are 
officially on strike, but colleagues 
in the Unison union are refusing to 
cross picket lines and have started 
an official ballot of their own. 

Most of the strikes have been 
two hours long. Unite plans to step 
up to three-hour walkouts from 
next week—and to keep the action 
up until September. 

The dispute concerns a “restruc- 
turing” of the bins service. It’s 
supposedly about making it 
more efficient and less reliant on 
overtime. 

But for workers it means an 
intensive new shift pattern, the 
threat of job losses, and wage cuts 
of up to £6,000 a year. 

One worker, Ben—not his real 
name—told Socialist Worker, “We 
just want to keep our job at the rate 
we've been paid. We haven’t even 
had a pay rise in five years.” 

He added, “We work a nine and 
a half hour day. Under the new 
shift pattern we’re expected to col- 
lect the same amount of rubbish in 
just seven and a quarter hours. 

“Our industrial action means 
we're working a seven and a quar- 
ter hour shift now, and we’re 
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proving that it’s just not possible.” 

One central proposal is getting 
rid of a safety critical role, the 
grade three supervisor. 

Ben said, “They not only load the 
bins, but when the truck reverses 
they check there’s no children run- 
ning out behind it, for example. 

“These wheelie bins fly up in the 
air when the buttons are pressed. 
But in order to drive down pay they 
are getting rid of the people who 
watch them.” 


Understaffing 

The talk of overtime is exagger- 
ated, he argued—and its real cause 
is understaffing. 

“The overspend on overtime is 
£200,000 at most,” Ben argued. 

“We all need cover, and that 
means we have to work overtime.” 

The council has the govern- 
ment’s Birmingham Independent 
Improvement Panel (BIIP) breath- 
ing down its neck. 

It came out of the 2014 Kerslake 
Review, which argued that the 
council was indebted, inefficient— 
and too slow in making cuts. 

The bins service came under par- 
ticular scrutiny. The review argued 
that privatising it would save 
£14 million. 

The Tory government set up BIIP 
to “hold the council’s feet to the 
fire” and make sure it didn’t let up 
on the review’s recommendations. 

But while the local press is 
revelling in coverage of maggots 
infesting uncollected bin bags and 
the like, the prospect of a summer 
of stench has rocked the council. 

It has responded by hiring 
expensive strike-breaking agen- 
cies, and found excuses to victim- 
ise workers. Councillors count on 
public hostility to the strikers. 

But the blame for bin chaos lies 
with the austerity government, its 
enforcers in BIIP—and a Labour 
council that shamefully attacks 
workers on their behalf. 

Supporting the strike is a chance 
to fight back. 


Send messages of support via 
info@birminghamunison.co.uk 
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BA WORKERS on Monday’s picket line 


Bosses bully strikers by giving their 
pay to those who don’t take action 


BRITISH AIRWAYS (BA) cabin 
crew last week extended their 
ongoing two-week strike to 
four weeks. This will bring the 
total they have walked out since 
resuming the dispute this month 
to 44 days. 

The Unite union members are 
part of BA’s “mixed fleet”. That 
includes all workers hired since 


a: TT Sr) tes | 
Strikers on a picket line in February 


2010 on lower wages and worse 
conditions than workers who 
began working for BA earlier. 

They are fighting poverty pay, 
which the union says averages at 
£16,000 a year. Most are based at 
London Heathrow airport, with 
a small presence in Manchester, 
Glasgow and elsewhere. 

Workers protested at tourist 
attractions in central London and 
joined the LGBT+ Pride march in 
Newcastle last Saturday. 

London strikers went to 
Manchester on Tuesday, and 
strikers from across Britain 
were set to gather together at 
Heathrow on Thursday. 

On Monday pickets wore 
yellow in solidarity with 
members who have been 
m= disciplined for wearing 

H, yellow pens to work. 
These are a symbol 
of the dispute, yet 
absurdly BA says that 
having one on display 
amounts to bullying 

or harassment. 
Bosses have also 
stooped to docking 
bonuses from strikers, 
and offering the money 
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“saved” as a £250 bung to those 
who don’t strike. 

In reality the strike is costing BA 
millions. It is “wet-leasing” fully 
crewed planes from other airlines, 
and stretching workers from other 
parts of its business in an effort to 
cover the strikers’ routes. 

Extending strikes increases 
this cost—especially during the 
summer peak—and steps up the 
pressure on BA. 


Recruits 

Workers who hadn’t previously 
struck, including new recruits 

to BA, frequently post to the 
workers’ page on Facebook saying 
they are joining the action. 

Yet they remain isolated. BA 
created mixed fleet in an effort to 
divide its workforce and weaken 
their resistance after a major 
dispute in 2009. 

The onus is on Unite to 
overcome that division. To win it 
must bring other workers—who 
support the mixed fleet fight and 
have grievances of their own— 
onto the battlefield. 

Donate to the strike fund at sites. 
google.com/view/mfunite/how-to- 
support 
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Bank on resistance 
to the pay freeze... 


MAINTENANCE, security 
and other workers were set 
to strike for four days at 
the Bank of England from 
Monday of next week. 

The Unite union members 
are fighting a derisory pay 
offer—the second in a row to 
be less than inflation, with no 
rise at all for some staff. 

Meanwhile bank governor 
Mark Carney tops up his 
£480,000 salary with £5,000 
a week for housing costs. 

This would be the first 
strike at the bank in over 
50 years, Unite says. 


And make a song 
and dance about it 


WORKERS AT the Royal 
Opera House in the Bectu 
section of the Prospect union 
have submitted a 4 percent 
pay claim. 

It also includes a demand 
that the employer recognise 
the London Living Wage and 
“review” the use of casual 
and zero hours contracts. 


Jailed for resisting 
nuclear apocalypse 


BRIAN QUAIL and Angela 
Zelter have been thrown in 
jail after refusing to accept 
a court order banning them 
from campaigning outside a 
nuclear arms base. 

They were arrested for 
taking part in a blockade of 
the nuclear warhead store at 
Coulport. They were offered 
bail, but only if they agreed to 
not go within 100 metres of 
the Faslane naval base. 

Quail and Zelter refused to 
accept those conditions and 
will be kept behind bars until 
their court date on 3 August. 
@Sign the protest petition at 
bit.ly/2vlzJuq 


Just two days from 
a demolition order 


UP TO 100 angry residents 
attended an emergency 
meeting in Tower Hamlets, 
east London, last Tuesday. 

A demolition order had 
been issued for Lister House 
at just two days notice. 

Labour mayor John Biggs, 
backed down in the face of 
repeated criticism from the 
audience. 

He told the meeting he was 
“sorry” and promised proper 
compensation if demolition 
did eventually go ahead. 
Martin Hayward 


Remembering Mark 
Duggan six years on 


A VIGIL is to be held on Friday 
4 August to commemorate 
the sixth anniversary of Mark 
Duggan’s killing. 

Mark was shot dead by 
police on 4 August 2011 after 
a car he was driving in was 
pulled over in a “hard stop”. 

Questions remain about 
his death. Mark’s family 
are demanding justice and 
requesting support. 

@Go to bit.ly/2uswR5C 
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COUNTER-DEMONSTRATORS IN Rochdale 
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Unity defies the Nazis 


By PAULJENKINS 


AROUND 150 people—mostly 
from Rochdale and Greater 
Manchester—outnumbered a 
national demonstration of 100 
fascist Britain First protesters 
in Rochdale last Saturday. 

Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF) called the anti-fascist 
rally. 

Local and regional trade 
unionists, including Rochdale 
Metropolitan Borough Trades 
Council, Rochdale Unison 
and CWU North West Region 
backed it. 

The GMB North West and 
Irish Region also backed the 
protest, along with regional 
secretaries and officers in the 


FBU, Unite and NUT unions. 

Rapper and journalist 
Professor Green—who was 
filming the fascists’ demo— 
was subjected to abuse by 
Britain First, who accused him 
of “defending rapists”. 

The Nazis hijacked a child 
sexual exploitation scandal in 
the town to try and whip up 
racism against Muslims. 


Strong 
Speakers at UAF’s rally 
included CWU North West 
regional secretary Carl Webb, 
and there was a strong 
delegation of CWU members. 
Local Muslim youth 
marched from Broadfield Park, 
in spite of appalling behaviour 
by police, to link up with UAF’s 


Strikers block Merseyrail 


MERSEYRAIL workers shut 
down almost the entire 
network last Sunday in 
their latest walkout against 
bosses’ moves to get rid of 
train guards. 

The importance of 
ensuring a safety-critical 
guard on every train was 
underlined over the weekend 
by reports of a guard 
extinguishing a fire. 

Meanwhile, planned 


strikes by guards and drivers 
on Southern—set to begin on 
1 August—were suspended 
by the RMT and Aslef unions 
for talks with Tory transport 
secretary Chris Grayling. 
The Tories want to axe 
guards across Britain. 
Unions are now in dispute 
with several rail firms over 
this issue. The quickest way 
to win is to coordinate for 
nationwide strikes. 


town centre demo at The 
Butts. 

Fascist organisations have 
recently succeeded in marching 
through the central shopping 
area near The Butts. But UAF’s 
protest on Saturday held the 
town centre. 

After being marched from 
the train station by police, 
Britain First held its rally 
behind giant barriers in a car 
park. UAF and others also 
demonstrated at Baillie Street. 

This Saturday, 29 July, the 
fascist English Defence League 
will be protesting in Rochdale. 
UAF and others will also be 
opposing this fascist demo. 
@For details, go to 
facebook.com/events/ 
1539993136066216/ 


Screw that 


TORY MINISTERS have 
secured a permanent court 
ban blocking prison officers 
from taking industrial action. 

The Ministry of Justice 
asked for the High Court 
order after the Prison 
Officers’ Association (POA) 
suggested in February that 
members should refuse to do 
voluntary tasks. 

The POA is appealing the 
attack on workers’ right to 
take industrial action. 


Teachers block academies 


By STEFAN SIMMS 


THE NUT union in Ealing, 
west London, has successfully 
blocked three schools from 
converting to academies. 

In two schools the threat 
of strikes was enough to 
push the plans back. In 
another, teachers struck for 
five days. 

Two disputes remain in 
a primary and a secondary 
school. In Dormers Wells 


High, teachers have struck 
for six days. In Fielding 


FIGHTING THE CUTS 


Parents. D rotest in Medwa A Kent 


‘Don’t slash our Surestart’ 


y STEVE WILKINS 


MORE THAN 60 parents, 
children and supporters 
marched on a meeting 

of Medway council last 
Thursday, to protest against 
its plan to close 19 Surestart 
children’s centres. 

The centres are to be 
replaced with just four 
“hubs” across the three 
Medway towns. Most parents 
with young children will be 
unable to get to them. 

And 60 children’s centre 
workers will lose their jobs. 

The Tory council held a 
consultation that excluded 
any option to keep the 
centres open, and dismissed 
expert evidence that this will 
be harmful. 

Angry parents met Tory 
councillors arriving for the 
meeting by ringing bells and 
crying out “shame”. 


Primary School more than 
100 parents turned up 
last week for the angriest 
parents’ meeting | have ever 
attended in over 30 years. 
They unanimously agreed 
three demands. They are: 
@That the consultation be 
extended to 31 December. 
@That there is a public 
debate between the NUT 
and our MP versus the 
head teacher and chair of 
governors. 
@That the Electoral Reform 
Society holds a vote of all 
parents. 
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Many parents had 
submitted questions to the 
meeting. 

These were met with glib 
answers and stonewalling. 

This resulted in a constant 
barrage of heckling from 
protesters. 

When Tory councillors 
attempted to wreck a 
mild Labour Party motion 
on Surestart, Labour 
councillors and protesters 
walked out. 

The campaign now plans 
to protest at meetings on 
1 August and on 8 August. 

What’s missing is 
industrial action by the 
children’s centre workers. 

Up to 19 social workers 
at Medway Council are also 
under threat of redundancy, 
but their Unison union’s 
regional official quashed 
moves to hold even an 
indicative strike ballot. 


OBITUARY 


Dave Gibson 
1950-2017 


TRIBUTES HAVE been paid 
from across the trade union 
and labour movement to 
Dave Gibson, an inspiring 
revolutionary socialist 
for nearly half a century, 
who has died aged 67. 

From school strikes in his 
teens to Freedom Riders in his 
60s, Dave was a driving force 


who always led from the front. 


He always had a twinkle 
in his eye, laughing at the 
absurdities of capitalism and 
those who run it. 

A leading figure in the 
school strikes movement as a 
sixth former in Leeds in the 


Dave led from the front 


late 1960s, Dave later said, “I 
remember the slogans ‘Head 
Autocracy Out’ and ‘Smash the 
Bourgeoisie’.” 

After joining the 
International Socialists, 
forerunner of the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP), 
around 1968 he was sent to 
Barnsley in 1972 to build the 
organisation. He remained 
there, at the heart of the 
struggle, for 40 years. 

Dave was central to 
building solidarity for the 
miners’ strikes of 1972, 

1974 and 1984-5 and the 
steelworkers’ strike in 1980. 

He was the election agent 
for a Troops Out of Ireland 
candidate challenging Barnsley 
MP and Northern Ireland 


minister Roy Mason in the 
1979 general election. He later 
stood as a TUSC candidate. 

His record on fighting racism 
and fascism was exemplary, 
from beating back the National 
Front in the 1970s and 1980s, 
the BNP in the 1990s or the 
EDL more recently. 

As UCU branch secretary 
at Barnsley College for 
many years, Dave fought off 
victimisation twice—the first 
over the price of a stamp! 

He came up with the idea 
for the victorious Freedom 
Riders campaign against cuts 
in travel passes for pensioners 
and disabled people. 

Dave’s UCU comrade Sean 
Vernell said, “Leadership for 
Dave was about inspiring 


others to fight.” 
Former UCU president 
Liz Lawrence said Dave “got 
closer than many of us” 
in meeting Leon Trotsky’s 
definition of the moral 
qualities of Bolshevism as 
“self-renunciation, audacity 
and contempt for every kind 
of tinsel and falsehood”. 
Dave always gently and 
patiently explained the way 
forward with wit and wisdom. 
It’s hard to believe we'll 
never hear again those lilting 
tones—Edinburgh mixed 
with a bit of Barnsley. South 
Yorkshire SWP comrades 
send love and condolences to 
Dave’s partner Kate and his 
stepdaughter Christie. 
Phil Turner 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 71327, London SE119BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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HOUSING WORKERS 


Atos profits from our pain 


Striking for pay and 
to stop outsourcl 


od DAVESEWELL 


SOME 180 workers who 
maintain homes for 
Manchester city council at 
contractor Mears are into 
their third week of a four- 
week strike, and there could 
be more to come. 

Keith, a roofer for 42 years, 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
building trade is not usually 
this militant—if someone 
doesn’t like a job they move 
on to the next one. But this 
company has pushed us into 
doing something.” 

The workers are fight- 
ing to end a rigged system 
of unequal pay produced by 
outsourcing. 

After years of low pay deals 
and four different employers, 
many Mears workers are now 
on £6,000 or £7,000 less than 
others doing similar work, 
and on wildly different pay 
rates from each other. 


Rates 

The strikers’ Unite union says 
Mears suppresses pay rates 
in other areas by using the 
lowest Manchester pay rates 
as the “benchmark” for its 
workers elsewhere, such as 
in Leeds. 

Meanwhile Mears makes 
big profits from the contract 
every year. 

And while some other 


outsourced workers have 
now been brought back 
in-house, this keeps being 
denied to them. 

“We're like kids looking 
in the window of the sweet 
shop,” said Keith. 

Privatisation and outsourc- 
ing have always been a way 
of driving down labour costs 
in the public sector. 

Keith said, “People blame 
immigrants for low pay, and 
I find it very frustrating. 

“Very little has changed 


MEARS WORKERS on the picket line last week 


since that book The Ragged 
Trousered Philanthropists 
was written. 

“The bosses pull a ‘great 
money trick’ then tell people 
to blame everyone but them.” 

Striker Fred said, “The 
CEO of Mears, David Miles, 
says the strike is having no 
impact at all. 

“But all repairs have been 
stopped for the homes of 
40,000 people, and they are 
having to send apprentices 
out on their own.” 
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And workers have now put 
in notice for further action in 
August. Their next move is to 
spend a day canvassing ten- 
ants to make up for a relative 
lack of media coverage. 

Their fight could land an 
important blow against the 
bosses’ low pay agenda— 
something every worker and 
socialist should support. 

@To send solidarity messages, 
donate to the strike fund and 
read a longer article online, go 
to bit.ly/2us559¢g 


—we Say never again’ 


CAMPAIGNERS from 
Disabled People Against 
Cuts (Dpac) ended their 
week of action with a protest 
outside the headquarters of 
hated firm Atos in central 
London last Friday. 

Atos runs assessments 
for Personal Independence 
Payments (Pips) paid to 
disabled or terminally ill 
people. 

But many have had their 
Pips removed after being 
assessed, leaving them isolated 
and without the support or 
equipment they need. 

Protesters held a picnic 
outside the office and 
succeeded in forcing security 
to lock the main entrance. 

They chanted, “Atos out— 
Tories out” and, “Atos profits 


from our pain—we say never 
again”. It marked the end of a 
week of action that also saw 
Dpac members protest inside 
parliament last Wednesday. 

Dpac activist Paula Peters 
told Socialist Worker, “It 
should be noted that, of 
those who lose their benefits 
completely after being 
assessed, 67 percent win their 
appeal. That shows Atos’ 
assessments are not fit for 
purpose.” 

She added, “We will make 
this the summer of discontent, 
and turn it into the autumn of 
discontent and then the winter 
of discontent. 

“We're calling on all 
disabled people to get outside 
your nearest assessment centre 
and protest.” 


Alba Pasmino reinstated 


CLEANERS AT London School 
of Economics (LSE) celebrated 
the crowning victory to 

their long running battle 
against contractor Noonan. 

One cleaner, Alba Pasmino, 
was sacked last year but was 
reinstated last week following 
an employment tribunal 
hearing. 

Three days 
of strikes 
over the 
graduation 
period at the 
university 
were 
suspended 
to await the 
decision. 

The official reason 
given for Alba’s sacking by 
bosses was “a review of 
the supervisor structure” 


and how Noonan could “best 
deliver an efficient service to 
our client and the public”. 

Alba is 63 and two years 
from retirement, which may 
have had more to do with her 
sacking. 

On top of that, she was one 
of the driving forces behind 
the cleaners’ battle for equal 
pay and conditions as 
other workers at the 
LSE. 

. That ten-month 
_ campaign won 
.. earlier this month, 
‘with cleaners set 
to be taken 
back in- 
house and 
employed 
by LSE 

by spring 
next year. 


CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 
ROUND UP 


Sheffield jobcentre strike 
inspires others to fight 


WORKERS AT a Sheffield 
jobcentre ended a week- 
long strike last Friday—and 
could soon be joined by 
workers at three other 
offices in their fight against 
Tory cuts and closures. 

The PCS union members 
are battling to halt the 
closure of the Sheffield 
Eastern Avenue jobcentre. 

It is one of 74 jobcentres 
set to close across Britain 
next year. 

The closures will make 
it harder for benefit 
claimants to sign on. It 
could also mean the loss of 
hundreds of jobs from the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP). 

PCS rep Clare Goonan 
was “really pleased” with 
the turnout on the picket 


lines each morning. She 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
strike has been very well 
supported. 

“We even had a choir 
come and sing for us on the 
last morning of the strike.” 

The next step for workers 
could be a two-week strike 
in August. Clare added that 
workers at three other DWP 
offices had requested a 
strike ballot from the PCS. 

It shows how the strike 
in Sheffield has led the way 
in fighting office closures 
across the DWP. Now more 
PCS branches should join 
the fight and request strike 
ballots. 

But beating back this 
attack will take a national 
strike across the DWP. 

Nick Clark 


PCS to discuss campaign 
against office closures 


by STEVE WEST, PCS DWP Group 


Executive Committee (p9) 


DELEGATES from PCS 

union branches representing 
Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) offices across 
Britain will meet this Saturday 
to develop the campaign 
against office closures. 

The meeting has been called 
by the union’s DWP Group 
Executive Committee (GEC), 
which is considering holding 
a consultative ballot of all 
members affected by a closure. 

A proposal to ballot all DWP 
members rather than just those 
affected by closures was not 
agreed by the GEC despite the 
new political mood that Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn has 
opened up and which could 
help win such a ballot. 

With the massive scale of 


the office closure programme 
and the Tories’ determination 
to push ahead with it serious 
action is needed now. 

We need to step up our 
national campaign of both 
industrial action and political 
campaigning. 


Saved 

The offices that have been 
saved from closure so far— 
Barrow, Bishop Auckland, 
Glasgow Castlemilk, 
Edmonton, Glasgow 
Cambuslang, Newcastle East, 
South Shields and Plymouth 
Old Tree Court—show that 
campaigning works. 

PCS members at Sheffield 
Eastern Avenue jobcentre have 
now taken 11 days of strikes 
(see left). 

Other threatened offices 
should be encouraged to join 
them and strike. 


ETHE PCS union has taken 
a step towards striking 

to end the 1 percent 
public sector pay cap. 

Its national executive 
agreed last week to 
launch an indicative 
ballot of its members in 
the autumn to ask if they 
would be prepared to 
take industrial action. 

NEC member Candy 
Udwin told Socialist Worker, 
“We should work as if this is 
a real strike ballot and use it 
to strengthen our branches 
and recruit new members.” 

The ballot could also 
show that the union can 
beat the 50 percent turnout 
threshold that would 
make a strike lawful. 


HPCS UNION members in 
HM Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC) are set to hold a 
day of action over pay on 
Monday of next week. 
Every PCS branch in 
HMRC should aim to 


organise actions such as 
lunchtime protests. 

And members in other 
civil service departments 
should do their best to 
join and support them and 
start building momentum 
to scrap the pay cap. 


NTHE PCS union won a 
court battle against the 
Tory government last week 
over its cuts to civil service 
redundancy payments. 

The Tories cut redundancy 
payments to civil service 
workers last year. 

But the High Court 
last week ruled that the 
government had acted 
unlawfully by excluding 
the PCS from consultations 
ahead of the cut. 

The ruling could mean 
that civil service workers 
made redundant since 
the cut are entitled to 
compensation—and that 
the Tories have to scrap 
the cut and start again. 


Socialist Worker 


REVOLT AGAINST 
ISRAELI TERROR 


by NICK CLARK 


ISRAEL IS denying basic 
rights to Palestinians—and 
killing those who fight back. 

At least three Palestinians 
were killed by Israeli forces on 
Friday of last week, as protests 
against the Israeli occupation 
erupted across East Jerusalem 
and the West Bank. 

Israeli soldiers attacked 
thousands of Palestinians in 
East Jerusalem as they gath- 
ered outside the Al Aqsa 
mosque for prayers. 

The three killed 
Palestinians were named 
as 17 year old Muhammed 
Khalaf, 18 year old 
Muhammed Sharaf and 
20 year old Muhammed 
Ghanam. 


Bullets 


Soldiers also attacked hun- 
dreds-strong protests in 
towns and cities across the 
West Bank and Gaza with 
live ammunition, rubber bul- 
lets and tear gas. 

Three Israelis living in a 
settlement built on stolen 
Palestinian land also died 
after being stabbed by a 
Palestinian. 


IRAQ 


ISRAELI SOLIDERS stop a Palestinian woman from entering Al Aqsa 


The wave of protests 
is the largest since 2014 
when Palestinian teenager 
Mohammad Abu Khdeir was 
kidnapped and murdered by 
Israelis. 

This time round they 
began when Israeli forces 
imposed new security 
restrictions on Palestinians 
entering the Al Aqsa mosque 


compound, including metal 
detectors at the gate. 

Thousands of Palestinians 
have refused to enter the 
compound through the metal 
detectors, instead holding 
mass prayers outside the 
gates in protest 

Palestinians see the new 
restrictions as part of an 
Israeli plan to slowly take 


control of the Al Aqsa mosque 
site, which is holy to Muslims 
and Jews. The site is a major 
flashpoint in Israel’s attempt 
to push Palestinians out of 
East Jerusalem. 

The second Arab inti- 
fada (uprising) began in 
September 2000 after the 
virulently racist Ariel Sharon 
made a provocative visit to 


the area. 

Israel has occupied East 
Jerusalem for 50 years, after 
taking control of it along with 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
in the Six Day War of 1967. 

Palestinians in these 
areas have lived under an 
oppressive military occu- 
pation—made possible by 
support from the US and 
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Britain—ever since. 

As protests and resistance 
look set to continue across 
Palestine, everyone who sup- 
ports the Palestinians has to 
offer solidarity. 

Hundreds demonstrated 
outside the Israeli embassy 
in London last Saturday. 

Protester Jaber told 
Socialist Worker, “The occupa- 
tion gets worse every day. It is 
murderous and now they take 
away our freedom to pray.” 


Trump 

NHS worker Khadija added, 
“The Israelis say the meas- 
ures are for protection. But 
they are about control. I 
blame the Israelis and I also 
blame Donald Trump who 
has shown he will back any- 
thing the Israelis do.” 

Dalia, a student, added, “It 
is almost 100 years since the 
Balfour declaration when the 
British laid the basis for expel- 
ling the Palestinians. 

“Today Theresa May still 
plays the role of oppressing 
us by denying justice.” 


More online 


For a longer version, go to 
© bit.ly/2uZjjBD 


Assault on Mosul ‘killed 40,000 civilians’ and US allies are still murdering 


by CHARLIE KIMBER 


THE NUMBER of civilians 
killed during the assault 
on Mosul in Iraq is much 
higher than earlier 
estimates from the Iraqi 
government and the US. 

Hoshyar Zebari, the 
Kurdish leader and former 
Iraqi foreign minister, told 
writer Patrick Cockburn, 
“Kurdish intelligence 
believes that over 40,000 
civilians have been killed 
as a result of massive 
firepower used against 
them, especially by the 
Federal Police, air strikes 
and Isis itself.” 

Cockburn describes 


Victims of a US airstrike on Mosul in March 
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how, as it lost territory, 

Isis corralled civilians into 
smaller and smaller areas 
of the city. Those who tried 
to escape were killed. 

But then the Iraqi and 
US-led forces blasted them 
indiscriminately. 

Cockburn says, “People 
tend to assume that most 
of this destruction was 
the result of airstrikes— 
and much of it was—Mr 
Zebari is correct in saying 
that it was shell and rocket 
fire from pro-government 
ground forces, particularly 
by the Federal Police, 
that caused the greatest 
destruction and loss of 
civilian life.” 

This account confirms 


a report from Amnesty 
International on 11 July. 
While documenting 
the cruelty of Isis it also 
says, “Starting in January 
2017, Iraqi government 
and US-led coalition forces 
carried out a series of 
unlawful attacks in west 
Mosul. Pro-government 
forces relied heavily upon 
explosive weapons with 
wide area effects such as 
IRAMs (Improvised Rocket 
Assisted Munitions). 
“With their crude 
targeting abilities, these 
weapons wreaked havoc 
in densely populated west 
Mosul, where large groups 
of civilians were trapped.” 
Meanwhile Human 


Rights Watch (HRW) 

has detailed appalling 
atrocities by Iraqi forces 
after the fall of Mosul. 
They include an “execution 
site” where there was “a 
row of 17 male corpses in 
civilian dress, surrounded 
by pools of blood.” 

Among a collection of 
torture and abuse videos, 
one shows Iraqi soldiers 
beating a detainee then 
throwing him off a cliff. 

HRW says the Iraqi 
prime minister “is ignoring 
the flood of evidence of his 
soldiers committing vicious 
war crimes in the very city 
he’s promised to liberate”. 


Amnesty report at 
bit.ly/2uLEy6s 


